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CAPKO®ATI CA HATIIMCOM U3
MAHACTHUPA BAICKE

Aucmpakin: Jlocaoawre pacipase o udeHiuuineilty
ocobe caxparene y epoOHUYU V3 Ce8epHU 3U0 3AUA0H02
iipaseja y 6enuKoj mepu cy ce ociarbaie HA WymMayersd
wexciia y 08a pedd Ha 08ama (ppacmMeHiuma HoKiouya
capkogaza. Y Bbamwckoj je cauyeano cedam (hpazmenailia
HoKnoUYa, 00 KOjUx cy ueliupu ca YKIeCcanum Haiiiu-
com. Komaou xoju 0o caoa nucy xopuwihenu ioociuuyy
da ce oH060 paszmouipu mocyhu cadpaicaj u KOHUIeKCil
Hawuuca.

Kwyune peuu: manaciuup barocka, XIV eex, ioknouay
capkogpaza, capkogae, caxparusarwe, Cpouja

CucremMaTcka apxeoJolIKa HCTPaKWBama IPKBE
MaHactupa bamcke ussenena 2007. roguHe nana
Cy 3HaYajHe pe3yaTaTe o0 TpoOHHIIamMa, rpoOoBUMA
U caxpamuBamy y 10j.! Ilocnenmux ronnHa oBo
je muTame pazMaTpaHo y Buile HaBpara. [loceOHa
naxma Omia je ycMepeHa Ha OpMKJBUBO 3HIaHY
rpoOHUILY y3 CEBEpHU 3WJ 3alaJHOT TpaBeja HAo-
ca. Cynehu no jacHUM yCIIpaBHUM yCEIIMMa y TOM
3WAY, HaJ BOM Ce HaJla3uo capkodar, mTo y3 BbeH
NOJOXa] y HPKBH — HAaclpaM TPOOHHIE Kpasba
Munytnna — ynyhyje Ha BUCOKH paHT 0cobe K0joj
je morna 6utu HamemeHa. [lo3uBajyhu ce Ha mo-
3HATE U3BOPE U CTApHjy JUTEpaATypy W y3umajyhu
y 003up penaTUBHO Maje IUMEH3Hje TPOOHHIIE,
Humutpuje Mazgac je y cBOM paay 3akJby4dHo J1a
je Ty Owmia caxpameHa Kpasjbuiia Teomopa, mpBa
xeHa kpasba Credana Ypoma III [lewanckor u
Majka mapa [ymana.2 Ca Teomopom je moBe3ao
U JCJIMMHUYHO O4YYyBaHM HATIHC, YKJIICCAH Ha [IBa
dbparmenTa moksonma capkodara (0p. 2 u 3), y
koMe ce nomume Ypom III (ca. 1). OBu ynomuu
Cy OTKPUBEHH IIpeJ]l peBUTAIN3ALN]y MAaHACTHPA,
TOKOM apXeoJIOUIKUX HCTpakuBama TIpaljeBHHA
CEBEpPHO O] IPKBe, HaJ| KojuMma je mirpahen ca-

I YcrpaxuBama je opranmsoao PemyGimuky 3aBof 3a 3a-
IITUTY CIIOMEHHKA KYIType, a BOAUO KX je Jumurpuje Mazac, ap-
xeoror, B. Mazac 2008: 193—197. JlokymeHTaIHja ca HCKOTIaBamba
Hanasu ce y PeryOmdxom 3aBony, B. Takohe u Manac 2020.

2 Magac 2013: 57, 62, 65.
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SARCOPHAGUS WITH INSCRIPTION
FROM BANJSKA MONASTERY

Abstract: The discussions about the identity of the person
buried in the tomb positioned against the north wall of the
west bay that have been held until now have largely re-
lied on the interpretations of a two-line text found on two
fragments of the sarcophagus lid. Seven fragments of the
lid have been preserved at Banjska, four of which have an
engraved inscription. The pieces that have not been taken
into account so far encourage us to reconsider the possible
content and context of the inscription.

Key words: Banjska Monastery, 14t century, sarcophagus
lid, sarcophagus, burials, Serbia

The systematic archaeological excavations of the
Banjska Monastery’s church, carried out in 2007,
have provided significant results concerning the
tombs, the graves and the burials there.! Over the
last years, this issue has been considered on several
occasions. Particular attention has been paid to the
tomb carefully built against the north wall of the
west bay of the naos. Judging by the clear vertical
incisions in that wall, there used to be a sarcopha-
gus above it, which, along with its position within
the church — opposite the tomb of King Milutin,
suggests the high rank of the person for whom it
may have been earmarked. Referring to the well-
known sources and older literature and taking into
account the relatively small dimensions of the tomb,
Dimitrije Madas has concluded in his paper that
Queen Teodora, the first wife of King Stefan Uro$
IIT Decanski and the mother of Emperor Dusan was
buried there.? He has also linked with Teodora a
partially preserved inscription carved onto two frag-
ments of the lid of the sarcophagus (nos. 2 and 3),
which mentions Uro$ III (Fig. 1). These fragments
were discovered prior to the revitalisation of the
monastery, during the archaeological excavation
of the buildings north of the church, over which a

I The excavation was organized by the Institute for the Protec-
tion of Cultural Monuments of Serbia and was led by Dimitrije Ma-
das, an archaeologist, see Mamac 2008: 193—-197. The documenta-
tion on the excavations is kept at the Institute, see also Manac 2020.

2 Magac 2013: 57, 62, 65.
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1. @pacmeniuu 6p. 2 u 3 — iipedrwa ciupana

BpEeMEHH KOHak.> Manac ce OCBpHYO Ha joml je-
JlaH Ol Taga OTKpUBEeHHX (parmenara (Op. 4), ca
ykaecanoM 1313/1314 (-s-®-k-B*) roquHOM (CII. 2).
Ha ocHoBy, kako je cMaTpao, pa3iuke y 00ju kame-
Ha, o0JIMKY CJIOBa M TOra IITO Cy CBe OOYHE cTpa-
He HeoOpaleHe, 3aKJbydno je Ja HHje ped O Jely
nokJonua capkodgara Beh o HEKoj rpeau, IUIOYU
ca HaTIHCOM WJIM JIeJly KaMEeHOT HaMellTaja, a Ja
ce ToAWHA OJHOCH Ha BpeMe rpaljema IpKBe HIU
HEKH BakaH jgorahaj u3 meHe paHne ucropuje.* Ako
cy panoBu y bamckoj, kako ce cmarpa, 3alo4eTd
1312. rogunHe, TEIMIKO OM ce MOIJIO OYEKUBATH 1A
6u rpaheBuHa BenmuunHe U 00pajie KakBa je IpKBa
Ceeror Credana Ouia 3aBpieHa 3a JIBE TOJHHE.
Yocranom, u y o6uorpaduju kpasba MunyTuna ce
HABOJIM J1a, Ka/1a je yMpJia Majka Kpasba MuiyTHHA,
MoHaxuma (kpassuna) Jenena (1 8. 2. 1314), npkea
HUje Ouya 10 Kpaja 3aBpIieHa.’

[Tutamem Mmecta caxpaHe Kpaybuie Teomope
nocne Jlumutpuja Manmaca 6aBuo ce bpanucias
Tomuh. JlerassHo mpeTpecajyhu  pacmosioxuBy

3 YcrpaxuBama nssenena 2003. roxuHe Boama je CBeTnana
Xanuh, apxeonor [TokpajuHcKor 3aBoja 3a 3aIITHTY CIIOMEHHKa
kynrype Ilpumruna (ca cemmmreMm y Jlenocasuhy), B. Xanmh
2008: 82—84. OHa je y cBOM H3BEIITAjy ajla MAHkhE LIPTEXKE YETHPH
OTKpHBeHa (hparMeHTa ca HaTIIHCHUMa, ajli UX HUje objalrmaBania
u Tymauuna, B. Xapuh 2008: 83, ci. 2.

4 Manac 2013: 59-60.
5 IManmumno Jlpyru 1988: 42,

1. Fragments no. 2 and 3 — front side

modern dormitory has been built.? Madas has dealt
with another of the then discovered fragments (no.
4), with carved year 1313/14 (‘s'o'k'B*) (Fig. 2).
Based, as he argued, on the differences in the colour
of the stone, the shape of the letters and the fact that
all the lateral sides were unhewn, he has concluded
that this was not a part of the sarcophagus lid, but
rather a beam, a slab with an inscription or a part
of the stone mobilier, while the year refers to the
time when the church was built or to some important
event from its early history.4 If the works at Banjska
began in 1312, as it is believed, it could hardly be
expected that a building of the size and the work-
manship such as the Church of St Stephen would be
completed in two years. After all, in the biography
of King Milutin it is said that when the mother of
King Milutin, nun (Queen) Jelena (7 08.02.1314)
died, the church was not fully completed.>

After Madas, Branislav Todi¢ dealt with the
question of the burial place of Queen Teodora. By
going thoroughly through the available sources, he

3 The excavation carried out in 2003 was led by Svetlana
Hadzi¢, an archaeologist at the Province Institute for the Protec-
tion of Cultural Monuments in Pristina (based in Leposavi¢), see.
Xayuh 2008: 82—84. In her report, Hadzi¢ provided smaller draw-
ings of four discovered fragments with inscriptions, but she did not
explain and interpret them, Xanmh 2008: 83, fig. 2.

4 Mazac 2013: 59-60.
5 Tarmo JTpyru 1988: 42.
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2. @pazmeniu 6p. 4 — iipedra ciupana

rpahy oH je ocmopuo MajacoBe TBpImE M TyMma-
Yeme HaTMHCca ca Mmokionia capkodara.b OnpesHo
j€ M3HEeO MPETIOCTaBKy 1a je Teomopa caxpameHa
y upkBu Ceetor Credana manactupa /lyspeBa Kox
Bynse, unju je krutop 6mo Credan Jleuancku, a na
je y TpOOHHMIIM y3 CEBEPHHU 3H[ 3allaJHOT TpaBeja
npkBe Ceror Credana y bamckoj 0Mo caxpameH
Koncranrtun, meros muahu 6pat.’

[Turamem caxpana y bamckoj ce 3atum Je-
tajbHO OaBmo Mapko [lomoBuh, moceOHO ce 3a-
npxaBajyhu Ha 3amagHoM TpaBejy 1pkse.’ OH ce
takolhe KpuTHUKH OCBpHYO Ha MaiacoBa TymMadema
u 3akspyuke. [Ipernocrasuo je, kao u Manac, n1a je
rpOOHUIIA TOCTAaBJbEHA Y3 CBEPHU 3HJI, 300T MaJIHX
JTVMEH3Mja, Omila HaMEmEeHa KEHCKO] 0Co0M, anu
He Teomopu Beh kpasbuin CUMOHUIM, TTOCIIEAHO]
eHH Kpasba Munytuna.® byayhu na ce Cumonu-
na ocie MumyTuHoBe cMpTH BpaTtuia y Llapurpan
u 3amoHarmia, [lonosuh je npuxsarno ToauheBy
NPETIOCTaBKy Ja je Ty Ouo caxpameH KoncTan-
THH, TOTKPEIJbyjyhH je omaxameM Ja je y 3amaj-
HOM 3HJly TPOOHHIIE OMIIO HAYUEHCHO HETPAaBUITHO
NPOIIUPEHE KAKO OM Y Y MOTJIO OMTH MOJIOXKEHO

6 Tonuh 2014: 60—62.

7 Tonuh 2014: 63-68, 69-70.
8 TMonosuh 2016: 23-53.

9 Tonoswh 2016: 49.

2. Fragment no. 4 — front side

disputed Madas’s claims and his interpretation of the
inscription from the sarcophagus lid.¢ He has cau-
tiously presented an assumption that Teodora was
buried in the Church of St Stephan of the Duljevo
Monastery near Budva, the ktetor of which was Ste-
fan Deanski, and that his younger brother Konstantin
was buried in the tomb against the north wall of the
west bay of the Church of St Stephen at Banjska.”
The issue of the burials at Banjska has then
been dealt with in detail by Marko Popovi¢, focusing
on the west bay of the church in particular.® He has
also critically reviewed Madas’s claims and conclu-
sions. Like Madas, he has presumed that the tomb
placed against the north wall, on account of its small
dimensions, was intended for a female person, not
for Teodora, but rather for Queen Simonida, the last
wife of King Milutin.® Since after Milutin’s death
Simonida returned to Constantinople and became a
nun, Popovi¢ has accepted Todi¢’s assumption that
Konstantin was buried there, supporting it by obser-
vation that an irregular extension was made in the
west wall of the tomb in order to be able to lay down
the body of a male person.!? Certain ambiguities do

6 Toxpuh 2014: 60-62.

7 Tonuh 2014: 63-68, 69-70.
8 IMonosuh 2016: 23-53.

9 Tonoeuh 2016: 49.

10 Momosuh 2016: 51.
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Tesno Myuike ocobe.!? M3BecHe HemoyMmuIle HIak
ocTajy. AKo ce u mpeHeOperne MoryhHOCT j1a Tpo0-
HUIIa HUje Ouya mpoykeHa, Beh omrehena mpuim-
KOM pyllema I[PKBe, heHa IMPHUHA je OCcTala UCTa,
camo 35 cm, WITO je, YUHU Ce, MPEBUIIE y3aHO Ja
Ou ce y Yy TOJIOKMIIO TEJIO0 O/Ipacior Mymkapia.!!
[TornoBuh ce mo3Bao M Ha W3BELITA] O AMATEPCKUM
nckonaBamuma 1915. ronmune y bamckoj, moBe-
3yjyhu y leMy onmcaHo OTBapame rpoOHUIle U Ha-
J1a3 371aTHOT ,, TeoIoprHOT MpCTeHa ca rPOOHUTIOM
y 3amagHoM TpaBejy.!? M3Bemitaj HHje HOBOJHHO
jacaH, alny YUHHM ce€ J1a y ’beMy HeMa HeIOCPETHUX
WH/IUIM]a 33 TAKBY TBPImY.!3

Y HOBHje BpeMe je 00jaBsbeH 1 qoruc Hopha Ma-
tuha, HaYeTHHKa 3BEYaHCKOT OKpyra, MuHucTapc-
TBY IPOCBETE U LPKBEHUX mociosa o 17. 8. 1915.
roauHe. OH je OpraHu30Ba0 MCKOINABamba, OJHOCHO,
KakKo caM Kaxe, unirheme 1pkse y bamckoj. Maruh
je y momucy onpeheH u HeaBocMucieH. [Ipumikom
yumhema ,,[IpureTe’ HauIao je Ha ,,je1aH KOCTyp,
anmu Beh ckopo ca cBuM m3ryoseeH™. Ckymbajyhu
ETOBE ,,KOIIYHUIIE", HAIIIA0 je TIOTITYHO OYyBaH 3J1a-
TaH MPCTEH, 3a KOJU KaXe J1a je *KeHCKH. M3 merosor
MPELU3HOT OIHKCa JacHO j€ J1a jé TO MPCTeH KacHUje
Ha3BaH TeomopuHuM.!4 3aTHM Kaxke Ja je Ha ,jel-
HOM JIPYTOM KOCTYpY, KOju je Hal)eH Haropeno u 'y

10 Tonosuh 2016: 51.

11 33 mumensuje u ommc rpobHuue B. Manac 2013: 57. Kaxa
ce y3Me y 003up U ApBeHa OIuIaTa, YHjU Ce OTHCIH BUJIC Y MaJITepy
Ha 3UJ0BHMAa IpOOHUIIE, F-eHa IMpHHA je Omia jorr Mama. Ocrane
rpoOHHULIE Y LIPKBH CY IIPUMETHO LIMpe: rpoOHuULA Kpasba MUy TH-
Ha, JIJIMMUYHO YKOIIaHa y CTeHy, mmpoka je 50-55 cm, [Tomouh
2016: 32; rpoOHHIIA y CPEITMHN 3allaJHOT TpaBeja, Koja je Takohe
nMalia JPBEeHY OIUIATY, IPBOOUTHO je 3aMHUILIbEHA Ka0 KTUTOPCKA,
[omoeuh 2016: 48—49, a mupoka je 63—68 cm; rpoOHHIIA Y ceBep-
HOJ KareJy npumnpare mupoka je 60 cm, [Tonosuh 2016: 44.

12 Tonmosuh 2016: 29, 35-36. O uckonasamuma u3 1915.
ronune B. [I(onmosuh) 1923: 213-317.

3y M3BEIITAj)y Ce KaKe Ja Ce HauIuIo ,,... Ha moBehe
LUIVIEHE IUIOYE MCHOJ KOjHX HaM Ce yKa3a KOCTyp IOMEIIaH ca
3emsboM*, I(omoBuh) 1923: 216-317. OBaj neo m3Bemraja M.
[TorioBuh moBe3yje ca rpOOHUIIOM 3a KOjy NpPU OIKCY HABOJH:
.Y TOPHOj paBHH 31/0Ba, AyX YHyTpallmker obona, Hajlasu ce
xIed, numensnja 4 X 4 cm, 3a IMOCTaBJbAkhE MOKIOMHHUX IJI0Ya,
koje Hucy otkpusene, [Tomouh 2016: 35. Ha ¢otorpaduju ce
jacHO BHJHM J1a Taj K10 MOYNEC Ha UCTOYHOM Kpajy CEBEpHOT
3uaa rpodHuIe U, nayhu ka 3amany, nocreneHo Hectaje, [lonouh
2016: 35, cn. 6. Yunu ce, cTora, 1a 6u ra npe Tpebaso moBe3arH
ca JPBEHOM OIUIATOM Koja je y TPOOHHUIN CIMYHE KOHCTPYKIIHje
(rpo6 5) 6una nebspune oko 4,5 cm, [lomosuh 2016: 35-39.

14 O npcremy naljenom y Bamckoj 1915. roause B. Bukuh
2016: 79-89 u buxuh 2017: 166—167. Ilpedynuk amke OBOT Tp-
crena je 2,3 cm, bukuh 2016: 81; bukuh 2017: 166, anu Huje
HaBE/ICHO J1a JI je ped O YHYTPALIbEeM HIIH CIIOJballeM IPEUHH-
Ky. Y [IpBOM Ciy4ajy OU ce MOIIIO TOBOPHTH O MYIIIKOM IIPCTEHY,
QJTH YKOITHKO j€ MOCPE/IN CIIOJbAlllib1 PEYHNUK, Kaia ce 0a0uje ae-
0JbMHA 3H]I0BA aJIKe, TOTOBO j€ U3BECHO JIa ra HUje MOTa0 HOCHUTH
oJ[pacTao MyIIKapail.
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remain however. Even if we ignore the possibility
that the tomb was not extended, but only damaged
during the demolition of the church, its width re-
mained the same, only 35 cm, which, it seems, is too
narrow for the body of an adult male to be laid down
in it.!! Popovi¢ has also referred to the report on the
amateur excavations carried out at Banjska in 1915,
by conecting the opening of the tomb described in
it and the discovery of the gold “Teodora’s” ring
with the tomb in the west bay.!2 The report is not
clear enough, but it seems that it contains no direct
indications for such a claim.!3

Recently, a letter by Porde Mati¢, Head of
Zvecan County, sent to the Ministry of Education
and Religious Affairs on 17 August 1915 has been
published. He organised the digs, that is, as he puts
it himself, the cleaning of the church in Banjska. In
his letter Porde Mati¢ is clear and unambiguous.
During the cleaning of the “narthex” he came across
“a skeleton, but almost entirely lost.”” Collecting
its “bones” he found a completely preserved gold
ring for which he said it was a woman’s. It is clear
from his precise description that this is the ring later
called Teodora’s ring.!4 Then he said that “on an-
other skeleton, found parallel and close to the first
skeleton” he found yet another ring “ordinary wom-

11 For the dimensions and the description of the tomb see
Mapnac 2013: 57. When we take into consideration the wooden
paneling the impressions of which may be seen in the plaster on
the walls of the tomb, its width was even smaller. The remain-
ing tombs at the church are noticeably wider: the tomb of King
Milutin, partially dug into the rock is 50-55 cm wide (ITommoBuh
2016: 32); the tomb in the middle of the west bay that also used to
have a wooden paneling, originally envisaged as that of the ktetor
(ITonosuh 2016: 48-49), is 63—68 cm wide; and the tomb in the
north chapel of the narthex is 60 cm wide (ITorosuh 2016: 44).

12 Tlonosuh 2016: 29, 35-36. Regarding the 1915 excava-
tions see B. X. [1(omosuh) 1923: 213-317.

I3 The report says that they came across ... rather large
brick slabs underneath which a skeleton mixed with soil ap-
peared.” (B. X. [I(onoBuh) 1923: 216-317). M. Popovi¢ links this
part of the report with the tomb for which, when describing it, he
says: “At the upper level of the walls, along the interior perimeter,
there is a groove with the dimensions of 4 x 4 c¢m, for the place-
ment of the cover lids that were not discovered” (ITomosuh 2016:
35). The photograph (ITormouh 2016: 35 Fig.6) clearly shows that
this groove starts at the east end of the north wall of the tomb and
gradually disappears as it goes westwards. Therefore, it seems that
it should rather be linked to the wooden paneling which at the
tomb of a similar structure (tomb 5) had the thickness of 4.5 cm
(ITorroBuh 2016: 35 39).

14 On the rings found in Banjska in 1915 see Buxuhi 2016:
79-89 and Bukuh 2017: 166-167. The diameter of the ring’s hoop
is 2.3 cm (buxuh 2016: 81; bukuh 2017: 166), but it is not stated
whether this is the inner or the outer diameter. In the first case, we
could be talking about a male ring, but if this is the outer diameter,
after the thickness of the hoop walls is subtracted, it is almost cer-
tain that it could not have been worn by an adult man.
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ONM3WHM TIPBOT KOCTYpa™, HAIIIA0 jOII je[aH TPCTEH,
,,O0MUaH XKEHCKH ca KAMEHOM Y KOME je ype3aHa IJia-
Ba jeqHOr puMsbanuHa“.13 [Ipu onucy Hanasa npBor
npcreHa Maruh He momuBbe rpoOHHUITY, KaKo je Ha-
BezieHo ko B. X. TTonosuha. OBo 6u ce Temko Mo-
IJI0 TYMA4YUTH Kao MIPEBU/I, jep j€ MPUINKOM KOIama
y CEBEpHO] Kallely MPUIpaTe UCIPABHO KOPHCTHO
u3pa3 3ujaHa rpoduuia. ' Maro je BepoBatHo 1a je
MorIo Aohu 10 3a0yHe y KOM JIeTy IPKBE ce Koma-
710, jep je A0 KaCHUX TPUAECETHX T'OJMHA MPOIILIOT
BeKa Ipurpara 6uia 3uJ10M 0J[BojeHa o1 Haoca.l7 13
MaruheBor gonuca 6u ce, AaKje, MOpaJlo 3aKJby4H-
T JIa 371aTHU TPCTEH HUje MpoHal)eH y rpoOHUIM y
3amaIHoM Tpasejy, Beh y mpumparu.

Hatnucun Ha moxmonmuma capkogara u3y3eTHO
Cy PETKH y CPIICKO] CPEaHhOBEKOBHO] (pyHEpapHO]
Npakcu. Y3 MO3HATH HATITKC ca MOKJIONIa capkoda-
ra MpBOT MOJIOIIKOT eMUCKOIa JOaHnKHja U3 MaHa-
ctupa Ceeror Aranacuja kon Jlemka, 6amCKu pH-
Mep je TeK IpyTu cauyBaHM, TE HE UyIU MaKiba Koja
My je nocsehena.!8 IIpe Ho mTo ce Maso feTasbHUje
OCBpHEMO Ha JienioBe mokionua u3 bamcke, Huje
3roper yKpatko ce MmoaceTuTu capkodara uz Jle-
mka. tberosa npenma crpana je nzpalena ox mer-
Yapa, yKpallleHa je TpIMa KPCTOBHMa M Ha H0j ce
Haja3u HATIIHC JIa je TO KTUTOPoB rpo0. [Tokmomary
capkodara je o MepMepa U 10 MPEeamoj U JIECHO]
O0YHOj 3aKOLIEHO] CTPaHU, HUXOBOM IIEJIOM BHCHU-
HOM, Te4e YKJIECAaHH TEKCT y YSTUPH Pe/ia, IIOYESBIIH
o]l JIeBe UBHIIE. JOAaHUKH]je HAC y TEKCTY 0OaBemITa-
Ba JIa je Kao jepoMOHaxX AHTOHH]j€ MOYeO 3UAATU
xpam CBetor AtaHacuja y JaHe Kpajila MITXTHHA
M BTOpAro kpiia cHa Moy cT()aHa v TPETHETO Kpiia
cHa Moy amiHe.!? V tekcty ce nasbe kaxe na je [y-
IaH ca3Bao cabop y CKorby Uy IpUCycTBY Oyrap-
CKOT TaTpujapxa U CPIICKOT apXuenuckomna JoaHu-

15 Byjosuh, Bykosuh 2016: 42.
16 Byjoputh, Bykosuh 2016: 42.

17 Opurnsannn sux nsmelyy mpumpare W Haoca MOPyLICH
je y napyroj nmeuenuju XVI Beka. IloHoBo je msrpahien 1619.
TOIMHE, Kajia Cy OCTAIlM HA0Ca aJAITHPAaHK Y [IaMH]y, a 3ariaHu
JIeo LpKBe y cTaMOeHu nmpoctop. OBaj 3U1 je CTajao CBe A0 Mpexn
00HOBY 1IpKBe 1938. ronuHe, Kaja je YKIOHhCH.

18 Mako ce me pamm o mupaMmmamHOM MOKJIONI, Tpeba
MIOMEHYTHU ¥ HaJrpoOHy miody jepomonaxa Cumona u3 Ilerpose
upkse y bujenom IMospy. Ha ropmoj moBpiuvay Te miode Haiasu
ce pesbedHH KpcT. Ha mpenmoj cTpaHu miode, IMOYeBIIN O JICBE
UBHIIE, yKJIecaH je HaTmuc na ce CuMoH npecrasuo 22. jyna 1346.
rozuHe. 300r 10J10XKaja HATIHCA, PAa3JIOKHO je IPETIOCTABUTH J1a
ce Iova MpBOOKUTHO HUje HAla3WiIa Ha IOy, Beh Ha MOCTOJbY HITH
KaMeHoM capkodary, B. Yanak-Meznuh 1989: 64. Ha oBy miouy
Naxmwy MU je ckpeHyna ap Csernana [lejuh, Ha demy joj oBoM
MIPUITHKOM 3aXBaJbyjeM.

19 Ipyjuh 1933: 61 u cn. 23. Omuc capxodara ce JOHOCH
npema [pyjuhy, 6e3 paspemennx ckpaheHua.
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an’s with a stone on which the head of a Roman
was engraved.”'> When describing the finding of
the first ring, D. Mati¢ does not mention any tomb,
as stated with V. H. Popovi¢. This could hardly be
interpreted as an oversight, since during the excava-
tion in the north chapel of the narthex he correctly
used the expression built tomb.16 It is very unlikely
that there could have been a confusion as to in which
part of the church they were excavating, since the
narthex was separated from the naos by a wall until
the late 1930’s.17 Therefore, it could be concluded
from Mati¢’s note that the gold ring was not found
in the tomb in the west bay, but rather in the narthex.

The inscriptions on sarcophagi lids are excep-
tionally rare in the Serbian medieval funerary prac-
tice. Along with the known inscription from the sar-
cophagus lid of the first Bishop of Polog, Joanikije,
from the Monastery of St Athanasius near LeSak, the
specimen from Banjska is only the second preserved
one and it is hardly surprising to see all the attention
it has caught.!8 Before looking at the parts of the
lid from Banjska in more detail, let us recall briefly
the sarcophagus from LeSak. Its front side is made
of sandstone, decorated with three crosses and there
is an inscription on it stating that this is the tomb
of the ktetor. The lid of the sarcophagus is made of
marble and on the front and the right lateral sloping
side, along their entire height, there is a carved text
in four rows starting from the left edge. In the text,
Joanikije informs us that as hieromonk Antonije he
started to build the Church of St Athanasius during
the days of kpania munxiuuna u siiopazo kpiia crna
Moy ciipana u tpeiiue2o Kkpiia cia moy Ouine.'®
The text further says that DuSan convened the as-

15 Byjosuh, Byxosuth 2016: 42.
16 Byjopuh, Bykosuh 2016: 42.

17 The original wall between the narthex and the naos was
demolished in the second decade of the 16t century. It was rebuilt
in 1619 when the remains of the naos were adapted into a mosque,
and the west part of the church into residential premises. This wall
stood until the beginning of the restoration of the church in 1938
when it was removed.

18 Although it is not a pyramidal lid, the grave slab of hier-
omonk Simon from the Church of St Peter in Bijelo Polje should
be mentioned. There is a relief cross on its upper surface. On the
front side of the slab, starting from the left edge, there is a carved
inscription saying that Simon passed away on 22 July 1346. Be-
cause of the position of the inscription, it is reasonable to presume
that the slab was originally not on the floor, but rather on a plinth
or a stone sarcophagus, see Yanax Menuh 1989: 64. This slab has
been pointed out to me by Svetlana Peji¢, PhD, whom I would like
to thank on this occasion.

19 Ipyjuh 1933: 61 and Fig. 23. The description of the sar-
cophagus is provided according to Gruji¢, without resolved abbre-
viations.
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3. oxknoiiay caprkogaza — bpojeguma cy o3HaveHu
(paemenitiu ca nawuucom

3. Sarcophagus lid — the numbers mark the fragments with
inscription

4. @paemeniuiu op. 1, 2, 3 u 4 — iipedra cidpana

krja Ono OJarociioBeH Ha MApCKu caH. JoaHUKHje
Ou 0arocioBeH 3a MaTpujapxa CpPIICKOj 3eMJbH, a
AnTonwmje 3a npBor enuckona JJomewm I[lonory moxg
nMeHoM Joanukuje.20

VY cBojuM pasMarpamuMa O TPOOHUIIN y3 ce-
BEPHHU 3H] 3ala/IHOT TpaBeja OamCKe LPKBE M 0CO-
Ou Ko0ja je Moria y \moj OuTu caxpamena, Toauh u
[TonoBuh cy ce ocnawanu Ha aBa (pparmenta (Op.
2 u 3) koje je y cBoM pany oOjaBuo Mamac. Koman
ca yKJI€CaHOM roJJMHOM (Op. 4) HUCY y3UMalu y 00-
3Mp, OYUIIIEeTHO 300r MasracoBor 3akjbyyka J1a OH
HE MpHIaja MoKIIOoNIy capkogara.z!

V Bamckoj ce Hanma3u cegam GpparmMeHaTa Koju
Cy MpuMaaagy MOKJIOMIy capkodara yobuuaje-
HOT 00JMKa M3IyXKeHe 3apyOJsbeHe nmupamuae (Ci.
3). OBaj 6poj, mopes ABa KOjU cy OWIM IpeaMeT
MPETX0HO 00jaBJbeHUX pasmarpama (Op. 2 u 3),
yKJbydyje U KoMaJ ca ykiecaHom 1313/1314. ro-
nuHOM (6p. 4). CBU KOMaau cy u3pal)eHu o UCTOT,

20 I'pyjuh 1933: 61-62.

21 Kapa cy B. Toguh u M. Tlonosuh mcanu cBoje pajose,
MOIJIa Ce BUAETH CaMO YCOHA CTpaHa KoMaja ca TOJMHOM, jep ra
je Mapnac yrpaauo y 3uj npunpare. [IpuinkoM HeaBHUX pajoBa
y YHYTPaLIEBOCTH LPKBE 0Baj KOMaJ je u3Bal)eH U3 311a U MOXe ce
TIOTJIE/IaTH Ca CBUX CTPaHa.

4. Fragments no. 1, 2, 3 and 4 — front side

sembly in Skopje and in the presence of the Bulgar-
ian Patriarch and the Serbian Archbishop Joanikije
he was consecrated as the emperor. Joanikije was
consecrated as the patriarch for the Serbian land and
Antonije as the first bishop of Lower Polog under
the name of Joanikije.20

In their considerations of the tomb against the
north wall of the west bay of Banjska church and the
person that may have been buried in it, Todi¢ and
Popovic¢ have relied on two fragments (no. 2 and 3)
that Madas published in his paper. They did not take
into consideration the piece with the carved year
(no. 4), obviously because of Madas’s conclusion
that it did not belong to the sarcophagus.2!

There are seven fragments at Banjska that be-
longed to the sarcophagus lid of the usual shape in
the form of an elongated truncated pyramid (Fig. 3).
This number, along with the two that were the sub-
ject of the previously published papers (no. 2 and 3),

20 Ipyjuhi 1933: 61-62.

21 When B. Todi¢ and M. Popovié¢ wrote their papers it was
possible to see only the front side of the piece with the year, since
Madas had built it into the wall of the narthex. During the recent
works in the interior of the church, this piece was taken out from
the wall and it may be looked at from all sides.
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5. @paemeniu op. 4 — dora ciipana

5. Fragment no. 4 — underside

KPYITHO3PHOT CBETJIOCUBOT Mepmepa.?? biok u3
KOra je TOoKJIomnaln 0uo MCKJecaH HUje yjeTHauCHE
CTPYKTYpe, a c€ Ha CBUM (hparMeHTHMa caJla BUJIE
XOPU30HTAJIHHU, 0JIaro TajacacTH, MEKIIU U Mambe
KOMITaKTHH CJIOj€BH, Ty’K KOJUX je Ierpaaarmja u3-
paskeHa y Beoma pa3nuuutoj mepu. Haxanocr, tn
CJIOj€BH TPOJIa3e U KPO3 YKJIECAHU TEKCT, ajli OHU
Takohe Mokaszyjy /Aa OBU (parMeHTH Npumnaaajy
uctoj nenunu (ci. 4). Komany ca ykiecanom ro-
nuHoM (Op. 4) HemocTaje 11e0 3aKOIIeHH JI€0, KOjU
ce OJUIOMHO YTIPaBO IO jeTHOM OJ THUX CJIOjeBa.
Ha moBpummHM oBOT, anmu U ocTanux ¢parMeHara,
BUIM CE€ y PA3JIMYUTO] MEPH M KapaKTEpUCTHYHA
Jerpananyja MmoBpUIMHE MepMepa, ,,3pHacTO pac-
najiame’, 300r yera MoXe M3TIIe/laTh Ja Cy Clio-
Ba TEKCTa KJE€CaHa Ha pa3nu4yuT HauuH. Haj3an,
JoBa CTpaHa (hparMeHTa ca yKJIeCaHOM TOIMHOM
(Op. 4), 6e3 ukakBe CyMmbe, IMOKazyje 1ia je ped o
nokonny capkodara (ci. 5). [lyx npenme uBH-
e ¢parMenra, A0ma CTpaHa je KiecaHa PaBHO U
MpaBUJIHO, y upuHU oA 18,4 cm, a 3aTuM ce nox

22 Oppie ce MOpaM OCBPHYTH Ha BEOMA YECT, HeXajaH OXHOC
npeMa BpcTama KaMeHa y Haloj Jiureparypu. To je, Haxaiocr,
ciydaj u ca bamckom, ra ce HaBOAM Ja je MOKIonal capkodara
u3pal)eH o Mepmepa KakaB je ¥ Ha (acazama IpPKBe, 0K Cy OHE
3anpaBo uspaljeHe o Kpeumaka y Tpu 6oje. OBO, Ha MPBU MOTTIC
(hopMaHO THTaEbe, BAXXHO je jep ce pa3indhTe BPCTE KaMeHa,
HaKo CIIOPO, Pa3NIUYUTO MEHajy TOKOM BpeMeHa, a OUTHO UM je
Jpyraddja u Ierpajaiuja, mro MoXe J0BECTH 10 MOTPELIHHX 110~
BE3MBaKa M TyMaueHa PasiIMYuTUX CIeMCeHATa.
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also includes the piece with the carved year 1313/14
(no. 4). All the pieces were made of the same, coarse-
grain light gray marble.22 The block from which the
lid was carved is not of uniform structure, so all the
fragments now show horizontal, mildly wavy, softer
and less compact layers along which the degrada-
tion is pronounced to a very different degree. Un-
fortunately, these layers also go through the carved
text, but they show as well that these fragments be-
long to the same whole (Fig. 4). The piece with the
carved year (no. 4) is missing the entire slanted part
which broke off precisely along one of these lay-
ers. On the surface of this, as well as the other frag-
ments, it is possible to see, to a different degree, the
characteristic degradation of the marble’s surface,
“the grainy dissolution,” which can make the letters
of the text appear as if carved in a different way. Fi-
nally, the underside of the fragment with the carved
year (no. 4) shows without any doubt that this is a
sarcophagus lid (Fig. 5). Along the front edge of the
fragment, the underside is cut flatly and regularly
over the width of 18.4 cm, only to proceed upwards

22 Here I must comment the very frequent, nonchalant relation
towards different types of stone in our literature. This is, unfortu-
nately, also the case with Banjska, as it is stated that the sarcophagus
lid was made of the same marble as that on the facades of the church,
while in fact they were made of limestone of three different colours.
This issue, that may seem formal at first sight, is important because
different types of stone, albeit slowly, change differently over time
and their degradation is also significantly different, which may lead
to wrong linking and interpreting of different elements.
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6. @paemeniuu 0p. 3 u 4 — 3a0mwa ciipana

YIJIOM TIEH-€¢ HaBHUIlle. 3aKoIleHH Jieo je obpalheH
rpy00, 3amupeHIM anaToM. Ha ucToBeTan HauwH,
y UCTHM TUMEH3MjaMa W UCTUM TOTE3MMa ajaTa
U3BEJICHE Cy JIOHmE CTpaHe OocTanux (parmenara
(cm. 6). OuurieaHo je 1a je 10mba CTpaHa MOKJIOMIa
Jy’K MBULIA Oniia paBHO oOpaleHa 1a OM mpaBUITHO
HaJleraja Ha BepTUKaJlHEe cTpaHe capkodara. Hbe-
roBa YHYTpPAIIKHOCT je, mparehu KOCHHE CIIOJbHHUX
CTpaHa, Omia u3ayospeHa TpyOuM amaToM Kako Ou
ce MOKJIOTAL] OJIAKIIAO.

Onx cenam ¢parmeHaTa, YeTUPH ca YKIECAHUM
HATIIMCOM IMpUNaJajy Npeamoj CTpaHu capkodara,
JIOK Cy Tpu 0e3 HaTmuca J1eJ0BU OOYHUX CTpaHa U
3a]e cTpaHe. Harnuc Ha cayyBaHOM JIEBOM YTy
nokyomnta (¢pparment 6p. 1) g0 Te mMepe je omre-
hen na ce TparoBu JAOWBUX J1€J0BA TTOHEKOT CJIOBA
jensa Haszupy (ca. 7). HecymmuBo je, umak, n1a je
HATIIUC Yy IPYrOM peay Mo4umbao o uBuue. To je
HajBepoBaTHUje OMO CiIy4yaj U ca MPBUM PEIOM,
Kao IITO je M3BEIEHO W Ha mokionuy y Jlemxky,
mTO O 3HAYMIIO /1A je YKJIIECAHH TeKCT OMo myra-
9ak oko 4 m.23

VY cBojuM mHTeprpeTanujama u Manmac u To-
Juh cy TEKCT rOpH-Er U JOWET pesia ca JiBa pa3ma-
Tpana ¢parmenta (6p. 2 u 3) HOBOAUIM y HEIO-
cpeany Be3y. Caja ce BUAM Ja je HATIHUC NOYHEA0
Ha JIeBOj MBHWIM capkodara, 300r dera IMoKyIiaj
PEKOHCTPYKITHje TEKCTa IOCTaje JaJeKO CIIOXKe-
Huju. Hanme, uzmel)y ropmer u Jomer HIrauTaHor
pena Ha MOMEeHYTUM (parMeHTHMa HaJIa3uo Ce JOII
OKO je/laH U 10 MeTap, 3a cajia HeIO3HATOI' TeKCTa.
Yumennna n1a je pparment ca 1313/1314. ronunom

23 Yxonmuko je MOKITOMAI Mpumagao capkodary Haza
IPOOHMIIOM Y3 CEBEPHH 3MJl 3alla[JHOT TPaBeja, HEroBa JyXKHHA
0u, Ha OCHOBY pa3Maka yceka, omna oko 198—199 cm.

6. Fragments no. 3 and 4 — back side

at an angle. The slanted part was done coarsely, us-
ing a pointed tool. The undersides of the other frag-
ments were done in exactly the same way, with the
same dimensions and using the same strokes of the
tool (Fig. 6). It is obvious that the underside of the
lid along the edges was cut flat to rest properly on
the vertical sides of the sarcophagus. Following the
slopes of the exterior sides, its interior was hollowed
out using a rough tool to make the lid lighter.

Out of the seven fragments, four with a carved
inscription belong to the front side of the sarcopha-
gus, while three without any inscription are parts of
the lateral and posterior sides. The inscription on the
preserved left corner of the lid (fragment no. 1) is
damaged to such a degree that traces of the lower
parts of individual letters are barely visible (Fig. 7).
There is no doubt, however, that the inscription in
the second row started from the edge. This was most
likely the case with the first row, too, just like it was
done on the lid in Lesak, which would mean that the
engraved text was about 4 m long.23

In their interpretations, both Madas and Todi¢
viewed the text from the upper and lower rows
from the two considered fragments (nos. 2 and 3)
as directly connected. It can now be seen that the
inscription started on the left edge of the sarcopha-
gus, which makes the attempt to reconstruct the text
far more complex. Namely, between the upper and
the lower read lines on the mentioned fragments,
there were approximately one and a half meters
of a still unknown text. The fact that the fragment
with the year 1313/14 is a part of the sarcophagus’s
lid contributes to the complexity and the difficulty

23 If the lid belonged to the sarcophagus above the tomb
against the north wall of the western bay, based on the distance
between the incisions, its length would be around 198-199 cm.
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1. @paemeniu Op. 1 — iipedra ciupana

8. @paemeniu tioxknouya? (goiio: ApxeonowKu UHCIUULY i)

JIe0 TIOKJIONIA capKodara JOPHHOCH CI0KEHOCTH
U TeXuHU oBor mpobiema. dortorpadmuja HacTa-
na y bamckoj 1960. roguae Moxaa Ou Moria jaa
YKa)ke Ha HEKE CMEPOBE CBEHTYAJHOT pa3pelieha.
Omna npukasyje ¢parMeHT yKJIecaHOI HaTIuca ca
peunMa Mmcma-mappta (ci. 8).24 IloyeTHo cioBO
M je omTeheHo, Tako Ja My je cadyBaH caMO BPX
JIECHOT BepTUKATHOT ype3a. He 3anemapyjyhu cBe
MambKaBOCTH MMO3MBamka Ha (Gotorpadujy, YUHH Ce
Jla Ce OBaj TEKCT HENOCPEIHO HACTaBJha HAa TEKCT

24 Cxennpann npuMepak (ororpaduje H3 TOKyMEHTaIHje
ApXEOJIONIKOI WHCTUTYTa, HajBEpPOBATHHje HACTAlE TOKOM
apXeoJIOIIKUX ~HCTpaxuBama 1960. roamHe, mobuo cam
nocpenctsoM jp Mapka [Tonosuha. ®@parmenr je 6uo yrpahen y
Typcku 3ua. Huje My 1o3HaTo rjie ce cajia Hajlasu.
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7. Fragment no. 1 — front side

8. Lid fragment? (photo by: Institute of Archaeology)

of this problem. A photograph taken in Banjska in
1960 might perhaps suggest some directions for a
possible solution. It shows a fragment of a carved
inscription with the words mcma-mappra (Fig. 8).24
The initial letter m is damaged, so only the top of the
right vertical incision is preserved. Notwithstanding
all the shortcomings of referencing the photograph,
it seems that this text continues directly the text
from fragment no. 4 on which it is possible to dis-
cern the left side of letter m., after the year ‘5@ KB,

241 received a scanned copy of the photograph, most likely
taken during the archaeological research in 1960, from the docu-
mentation of the Institute of Archaeology through Marko Popovié,
PhD. The fragment was built into the Turkish wall. I am not aware
of its current location.
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ca (parmenTta Op. 4, Ha KOME ce€ TOCJE TOIWHE
"S'®"K'B* HaA3Mpe JIeBa CTpaHa CJI0Ba M. Y KOJIMKO
je oBo BHl)emE TauHO, HATIUC YUjU € CaMO Malln
7Ie0, 3a cajia, YUTJHUB TOBOPHO OU 1a je ocoba, unje
HaM je uMe Hemno3Haro, ympiia y maprty 1314. ro-
JIMHE U Ja je 6miia y HekoM ojHocy ca Ypouiem III.
IIpu pa3zmaTpamy MecTa caxpaHe Kpaspuue Teo-
nope Tonuh je mzneo moryhHocT 1a je oHa ympiia
npe nporonctsa Credana [leuanckor y Lapurpan,
nouetkoM 1314. ronune.?> Axo je Teomopa ympia
Mmapta 1314. ronuHe, Majo je BEpoBaTHO J1a je Owia
caxpameHa y bamckoj, mororoBo y rpoOHHIN Y 3a-
nagHoM Tpasejy. Ha ocnoBy TonuheBux yOensbu-
BHX pa3MaTpama O HEHO] BEpOBATHO] CaxpaHU y
JlysbeBy Moryio Ou ce mpeTnocTtaBuTd na je Teo-
JIOPHHO TEJO Y HEKOM TPEHYTKY OJaTiie MPEHETO y
bamcky. Uako ce Ypou Il momume y Harnucy, He
Ou ce OYEKMBAJIO JIa j€ OH MPEHEO TeJIo CBOje OMB-
e KCeHe y oueBy 3aayKOuHy. HajrpuxBaribuBuja
MoryhHocT Ouna 6w j1a je map Jlyman npeHeo Tesno
cBoje majke Teomope y bamcky, 3amyx0nHy cBora
Jenie, Kora je Beoma momroBao. Mako Beoma mpu-
MaMJbUB U MOTryh, jep 1moBe3yje I0CTyIHe MoAaTKe,
OBaKaB cien gorahaja Hema HeTOCPEeTHUX MOTBpIA
y u3BOpHUMa.26

[Tonanum xoju cy Ha pacroJiaramy 3a peliaBame
MUTamba WIACHTUTETa 0cOo0e Yuju je Tpod obenexa-
Bao capkogar ca yKJIECAaHUM HATIIMCOM Yy LPKBHU
MaHactupa bamcke u Jajbe cy BeoMa OCKYAHH, a
JIOHEKJIE ¥ KOHTPAAMKTOPHU.2? VY3UMame y pas-

25 Toauh 2014: 67.

26 lap Jymwan je 1346. TonMHE H31a0 XPHCOBYJBY TpOOY
cBoje Majke y Manactupy Ceror Cremana, HosakoBuh 1891:
3-7. Tonuh 2014: 52—58 mupe je oOpaznarao 1a ce XpHCOBYJba HE
onHocH Ha bamcky Beh Ha JlysbeBo. bybano 2016: 27-31 y cBom
pa3marpamy apxuBcKe rpalje ykazao je moBepeme HoBakoBuheBom
yBepemy Ja je MoBeJsba u3ara bamckoj.

27 Maxo je 360r yceka y CeBEpPHOM 311y 3a11a [HOT TPaBeja jacHO
Jla ce Ty HaJla3uo capkodar, Hema JioKasa Jia Cy mbeMy HpuIagain
(bparmenTH moksonia ca HarnucoM. Capkodar ca THM MOKJIOINIEM
ce Morao Hanasutu u 'y npumparu. [lomosuh 2016: 31 cmarpa na
cy ¢parmentu Op. 2 u 3, 6e3 cymibe, MPUITAJATH TOM capkodary,
M HE HABOJAM HA OCHOBY dera. [IpHIIMKOM apXeOJOIIKHX
HCTpaKMBama LPKBE jy)KHO Off rpoOHuIe IpoHaleH je dparmeHt
wioue ca npodumammjom, 3a kojy Manac 2014: 58 maBomm na je
07l CHBOOEIMYACTOT MepMepa M Ja je M3BECHO MpHIafaia TOM
capkogary. C 003upoM Ha TO A2 je IPKBAa CUCTEMATCKH pyIICHA, a
Marepujan KopuiheH 3a HUBenanyje, pparMeHtT 1mIo4e je Morao Ty
Jocriet ca apyror mecra. Tum npoduianuje jecte yooudajeH 3a
mio4e capkodara, ajii ce Takohe jaBiba M Ha MaparieTHUM [U109ama
1 IIPKBEHOM MOOWIIH]japy, IITO CE MOXKE BHACTH Y JICYAHCKO] LIPKBH.
OBaj (hparMeHT, HHAUE HUje O] CHBOOEeIMIacTor MepMepa, Masac
2014: 58, cn. 5, Beh ox Oenmor kpeuymaka MPOIMIAPAHOT T'yCTOM
MpPEXOM TaHKUX M OITpUX cMmelerpBeHux xuimma. 300r Beoma
U3paXKeHe pasiike y 00ju M CTPYKTypH He OM ce OueKHBajo ja
¢bparmeHT mwiode W (parMEHTH MOKIONIA TMPUNALajy HCTOM
capkodary, To Takolje Harnamapa HeJOyMHIIE O EIEMEHTHMa KOji
Cy Ce MOIJIM HaJIa3UTH y3 CeBPHHM 3U]1 3aI1a IHOT TpaBeja.

SARCOPHAGUS WITH INSCRIPTION FROM BANJSKA
MONASTERY

If this position is accurate, the inscription of which
only a small part is legible, for the time, would
say that the person, whose name is unknown to us,
died in March 1314 and was in some relationship
with Uro$ III. When considering the burial place of
Queen Teodora, Todi¢ suggested a possibility that
she died before the exile of Stefan Decanski to Con-
stantinople, at the beginning of 1314.25 If Teodora
died in March 1314, it is unlikely that she was bur-
ied in Banjska, especially in the tomb in the west
bay. Based on Todi¢’s convincing considerations
about her probable burial in Duljevo, it could be
presumed that Teodora’s body was transferred from
there to Banjska at some point. Although Uro$ III is
mentioned in the inscription, it is not to be expected
that he transferred the body of his wife to his fa-
ther’s endowment. The most acceptable possibility
would be that Emperor Dusan transferred the body
of his mother Teodora to Banjska, the endowment
of his grandfather whom he respected very much.
Although very tempting and possible, since it brings
together the available data, such sequence of events
has no direct confirmations in the sources.26

The data available for resolving the question
of the identity of the individual whose grave was
marked by the sarcophagus with the engraved in-
scription at the church of Banjska monastery is
still very scarce and even contradictory to a certain
extent.2” Taking into consideration the currently

25 Tonuh 2014: 67.

26 In 1346, Emperor Dugan issued a chrysobull to his moth-
er’s grave at the Monastery of St Stephen, Novakovi¢ 1891: 3-7.
Todi¢ 2014, 52-58, explained more broadly that the chrysobull
does not refer to Banjska but rather to Duljevo. In his considera-
tions of the archival material, Bubalo 2016: 27-31, voiced confi-
dence in Novakovi¢’s belief that the charter was issued to Banjska.

27 Although incisions in the north wall of the west bay clearly
attest the presence of sarcophagus, there is no evidence that the frag-
ments of the cover with the inscription belonged to it. A sarcophagus
with that lid may have been in the narthex as well. Popovi¢ 2016: 31
believes that fragments no. 2 and 3 undoubtedly belong to that sar-
cophagus, but he does not state on what basis. During the archaeo-
logical excavations of the church south of the tomb, a fragment of
a slab with a moulding has been found, for which Madas 2014: 58
states that it was made of grey-whitish marble and that it certainly
belonged to that sarcophagus. Taking into account that the church
was systematically demolished and the material was used for level-
ling of the terrain, the slab fragment may have arrived there from
some other place. The type of moulding was common for sarcopha-
gus slabs, but it also appeared on parapet slabs and church mobilier,
as may be seen at the church of Decani Monastery. This fragment
was not made of grey-whitish marble (Madas 2014: 58 Fig. 5), but
rather of white limestone with a dense net of thin and sharp brown-
red veins. Owing to the very pronounced difference in colour and
structure, it is not to be expected that the fragment of the slab and the
fragments of the lid belonged to the same sarcophagus, which also
highlights the uncertainties about the elements that may have been
located along the north wall of the west bay.
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MaTpame caja MO3HATHX MaTepUjalHUX OCTaTaka
U HbHXOBO NPEUCTIUTUBAE Jlaje MOryhHOCTH 12 ce
nohe 10 HeKMX CUTYPHHUjUX MPETIIOCTAaBKU, OO J1a
Ce paau 0 OCHAKMBamwy Heke o1 Beh u3HeTux, wiu
cacBuM HOBHX. OQjaBJbUBambE MPBOI U3BEILITAja O
uckonaBamnma y bamckoj 1915. ronune takohe
Jlaje MpocTopa 3a MPEUCITUTHBAKE IHIXOBOT TOKA U
Moryhux mHTepnpeTaruja.?8 Hamepa oBor kpaTkor
NpUJIOTa je YIpaBo U Oujia a CKpeHe Makiby Ha TO
Jla OBa TeMa JOII HUje UCIPIIJbEHa.
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known material remains and their re-examination
provide an opportunity to get to some more certain
assumptions, whether they concern the strengthen-
ing of some that have already been presented or
completely new ones. The publishing of the first
report on the excavations at Banjska in 1915 also
creates space for the re-examination of their course
and the possible interpretations.28 The intention of
this short paper has been precisely to draw attention
to the fact that this topic has not been exhausted yet.
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