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KOBCKO I'POBJBE KOJI HAIIIA:
O PUMCKOI' AMOUTEATPA
J1O AYCTPUJCKOI IITAHIIA

Aiicimpaxini: Buwe 00 iledeceili 200uHa OWKAKO je Upsu
wyil apxeonowku peauciuposat, Jnokanumdeii Korcko
2pobwe Huxkaoa Huje apxeonouku uciupadxcer. C 063upom
Ha tonoxcaj, popmy u 0oaux objexitia, 0y2o je y auiliepa-
wypu Wpetupan Kao HajéeposaiiHuje Meciio ampuilie-
aiupa uzepahenoe 3a iomipebde pumckoe Haucyca. bruzuna
auiiuuKoe 2paod, anu u jeone ayKcy3ne uie, 2080puUiu Cy
y tpunoe wome 0a ce 08aj objexaili Mo2ao 0amosaiu y
pumcku iepuod. Hiiax, 2018. cooune, yuinas upociiop no-
xanuteiia Kormcko epoomwe je cnummen LiDAR meiiooom
damuHncke Upociekyuje, kaoa cy 0odujenu 0ociia upeyu-
3HUjU Godayu o objexiy. AHanu3om cHUMAaKa ce uctiociia-
660 0a je 00jekaill 3aUpaso weciioyeaoHoe 00IuKa y 0CHO-
8, CA YIA30M HA JYIHCHO] CIUPAHU U 04 AHAN02Uje C8AKAKO
wpedba Wpaxcuiiu Ha OpyeuM Meciuuma, 8pio 6eposaiHo
v maahum iepuoouma. Osaj iiekcii ce Oasu pasmaiiparbem
Moeyhnociiu 0a je objexaii umao UOWHYHO Opyeayujy Ha-
MeHy u 0a tiotuuye u3 tiepuooa XVII-XVIII éexa, o0HOCHO
da ipedciliasnsa HowbcKo yilisphere (wanay) HOOUSHyill y
epeme HelloCpPeOHO HAKOH WTHO je ayCupujcKa 80jcKka 0C80j-
una Huw 1689. 2ooune.

Kwyune peuu: Korcko epobmwe, LIDAR, pumcku amgpuitie-
aiuap, Benuxu Oeuku pail, wanyesu

YBoa

JIMHAMHYHOCT apXeOoJIONIKUX UCTPAKHUBAKA, Ka0 U
PENOBHO 00jaBJbUBAKE PE3yTaTa, HEMUHOBHO JI0-
BOJM JIO JACTUMHYHE WIN MOTIyHE U3MEHE Ueja O
NPOIIJIOCTH KOje, Ha OCHOBY JIOCTYITHUX TO/aTaKa
HENpecTaHO KOHCTpyuiieMo. OBaKkBOj CUTyaLUju
MOoCceOHO je MOroloBa0 M3y3eTHO Op3 pa3BHUTaK
texHosoruje y XX u nmocedbno XXI Beky, koju je
apxeosoruju omoryhuo xopumheme majneko mpe-
U3HUJUX, JAKIHUX U jeQTUHMjUX ajara IpUIn-
KOM apXeoJIOIIKUX HCTpaxuBama. Kopumrheme
reoU3NIKNX U JaJbUHCKUX METO/a MPOCIEKIH]e,
(U3HYKO-XeMH]CKUX aHaIW3a MaTepujaiia, ajaud u
xopumtheme 3D Mozena u BUpPTyaJaHE PEaTHOCTH,
Beh cy Jmanm u3y3eTHe pe3yiaTare MPHIMKOM YIIO-
Tpebe y apXeoJOMKHM HCTpaXKWBambHMa, a Hepe-
TKO Cy 3HauajHO Memain Beh yBpe)keHa 3Hama O
MPOIITIOCTH.

Marko A. Jankovi¢

University in Belgrade — Faculty of Philosophy
Department of Archaeology

KONJSKO GROBLJE NEAR NIS:
FROM A ROMAN AMPHITHEATRE
TO AN AUSTRIAN FIELD FORTRESS

Abstract: For more than 50 years since it was first archaeo-
logically registered, the Konjsko Groblje site has never been
archaeologically surveyed. Taking into account the posi-
tion, the form and the shape of the structure, it has been
treated in the literature as the most probably the site of an
amphitheatre built for the needs of the Roman city of Nais-
sus. The proximity of the ancient city, as well as a luxurious
villa, supported the idea that this structure could be dated
back to the Roman period. Still, in 2018, the whole area
of the Konjsko Groblje site was scanned using the LiDAR
method of remote prospection, which provided rather more
precise data about the structure. An analysis of the images
showed that the structure actually has a hexagonal ground
plan, with an entrance on the south side, and that the analo-
gies should certainly be looked for elsewhere, very likely in
the younger periods of time. This text deals with the con-
sideration of the possibility that the structure used to have
a completely different furpose and that it dates back to the
period of the 17th-18 century, that is, that it represents a
field fort (ditch) built in the period directly after the Aus-
trian army had conquered Nis in 1689.

Key words: Konjsko Groblje, LiDAR, Roman amphitheatre,
Great Turkish War, field fortresses

Introduction

The dynamism of the archaeological research, as
well as the regular publishing of the results, unques-
tionably lead to partial or complete modification of
the ideas concerning the past which we incessantly
construct on the basis of the available data. Such a
situation has been particularly favoured by the fast
technological development in the 20th century and
especially in the 215t century. This development al-
lowed archaeology to use far more precise, easier and
less expensive tools when conducting archaeological
surveys. The use of the geophysical and remote meth-
ods of prospection, the physical and chemical analy-
ses of the materials, as well as the use of 3D models
and virtual reality have already provided exceptional
results when being used in archaeological surveying
and they have often significantly changed the already
well-established knowledge about the past.
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VY 0BOM TEKCTy ped je 0 yrnoTpeOu peslaTUBHO
HOBE TEXHOJIOTHj€ Y apXeoJoruju! Ha JOKaIUuTeTy
KOjU JI0 caja HHje apXeOJOMIKH HCTPAKUBAH, a O
KOME HIIaK TOCTOje XUIOTe3e O KapakTepy W Ha-
MeHH oOjekTa Oa3upaHe Ha MOCPEIHUM IoJanuMa
u 3akpydynuMa. Pagu ce o mokamutery Komcko
rpo0Jbe, Koju je nereHrjama Ouo HeIoCTynaH HcC-
Tpa)KUBa4MMa jep ce CBe J0 CKOpa Hajla3uo yHyTap
kacapHe Bojcke CpoOuje ,,CreBan Cunhenuh®. C
003MpOM Ha TO Jia €aJia PACHONAKEMO MPELU3HUM
LiDAR (Light Detection and Ranging) CHUMKOM
OBOT IMpOCTOpa, npobahy na moxaTke JOCTyIHE 10
caja, Kao U XHUIoTe3e 0 KapaKTepy U HaMeHu o0je-
KTa, Cy4elIUM Ca CHUMKOM U TOKYIIIaM J1a apryMeH-
TyjeM XHIIOTe3y O ToMe 1ITa Ou 0Baj 00jeKar 3arpa-
BO MOTa0 MPE/ICTaBJbaTH.

Jloxanutetr Komcko rpo0sbe Hana3u ce Ha jy-
ro3amnajaHoj naauau Bunuka, Ha oko 1 km ceBepo-
3anmagHo on Humike TBphare.2 CBojuM mosokajeM
JOMUHHpPA MIPUPOAHOM yIOIUHOM n3Mel)y Bununka
u PyjHuka, OMTHOCHO TOJTMHOM KOjOM C€ ca CeBepa,
n3 mpaBua AnexcuHna, npuwiazu Humry. Komcko
rpo0Jbe IPBU ITyT ya3u y apXeoJOMIKy JUTEPaTypy
MIPIJIMKOM 00jaBJbUBaba pe3ysTaTa pajoBa y Hero-
cpenHoj 6mu3uHu oBor o0jekra.? Exuma 3aBona 3a
3aIITUTY CIIOMEHUKa KynType u Haponmnor myseja
y Humy oGaBuna je 1972. rogune 3amTuTHa HC-
KOTlaBama Ha 1nore3y PUOHUK, MPUIUKOM KOjJHX je
JETMMHYHO OTKPHBEH JIYKCY3HHU 00jeKaT ca Mo3au-
uma.* Ha oko 200 m ceBepHO 01 OBOT 00jeKTa, TOM
NPUIMKOM j€ MPBH MTyT PErHCTPOBaH 00jeKaT KOjuM
ce y OBOM TE€KCTy 0aBUMO — ,,0BaJTHH aMm(uTearpa-
HU TIPOCTOP, MPEUYHHUKA OKO 60 M*“.>

Amdurearap y Haucycy?

N3y3eTHo je Manu Opoj TeMa y pUMCKOj apXeo-
JIOTHjH, a KOjUMa je IocBeheHo Bullle NMaXbhe HEro
PUMCKHMM CIIEKTaKIMMa U CBEMY IITO je yKJbyde-
HO y BUX — IIpe cBera rpaljeBuHaMa u MecTuMa Ha
KOjUMa Cy CHEKTaKJu opraHusoBaHu. Op HpBUX
manujatopekux 6opou y 111 Bexy npe Haie epe, na
CBE JI0 NOCIEIHBUX Urapa OpraHu30BaHUX y V BEKy

I Mipanmmesuh u Byrapekn 2012; 2013.

2 Humka TBphaBa je y3era kao ped)epeHTHa Tauka jep ce Ha
TOM IPOCTOPY MPETXOJHO HATA3HIO PUMCKO yTBpheme. MHaue je
oBa TBphara go0uIa cagammby u3rien ek 1723. ronune, Tpuuko-
Buh 19896: 252.

3 Pymmh 1977.
4 Tymwh 1977: 91.
5 Pymmh 1977: 95.

KONJSKO GROBLJE NEAR NIS:
FROM A ROMAN AMPHITHEATRE TO AN AUSTRIAN
FIELD FORTRESS

This text talks about the use of the relatively
new technology in archaeology! at a site that has
not been archaeologically surveyed so far, but there
are still hypotheses about the site and the character
and the purpose of the structure based on indirect
data and conclusions. This is the Konjsko Groblje
site that has been inaccessible for the researchers
for decades, as until recently it used to be within
the grounds of the Serbian Army’s barracks “Ste-
van Sindeli¢.” Taking into consideration that now
we have precise LiIDAR (Light Detection and Rang-
ing) scan of this area, I will try to weigh the data
available so far, as well as the hypotheses about the
character and the purpose of the structure against the
scan and [ will try to argue in favour of a hypothesis
about what this structure may have actually been.

The Konjsko Groblje site is situated on the
southwest slope of Vinik hill, around 1 km northwest
from Nis Fortress.2 With its position, it dominates the
natural valley between Vinik hill and Rujnik village,
that is, the valley that reaches Ni§ from the north,
from the direction of the town of Aleksinac. Kon-
jsko Groblje first entered the archaeological litera-
ture when the results of the works carried out in the
direct proximity of this structure were published.?
The team of the Institute for Cultural Heritage Pres-
ervation and the National Museum in Ni§ published
in 1972 a paper on the protective digging that had
been carried out in the area of Ribnik, during which
a luxurious building with mosaics was partially re-
vealed. On that occasion, a structure we are dealing
with in this text — “an oval amphitheatric area, with
the perimeter of around 60 m” — was registered for
the first time at around 200 m north of this building.5

Amphitheatre in Naissus?

There are few topics in the Roman archaeology
that had more attention paid to them than the Ro-
man spectacles and everything that they involved —
primarily the structures and the venues where the
spectacles used to be organised. From the first gladi-
ator fight in the 31d century BCE until the last games

! Yipasmmesuh u Byrapcku 2012; 2013.

2 Ni§ Fortress has been taken as a reference point, since pre-
viously there used to be a Roman fortress in that area. Otherwise,
the fortress got its current form only back in 1723, Tpuukosuh
19896: 252.

3 Pyuh 1977.
4 Tymuh 1977: 91.
5 Pymmh 1977: 95.
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HaIlle epe, CIIEKTAKIIN Cy C€ 3HAa4ajHO MEHaJIH, KaKko
y n300py MecTa U y4eCcHHKa, TaKO U y 3HauCHYy Koje
cy uMmanu 3a cBe yuecHuke.® Kaxo ce oBaj pag 6aBu
npe csera mMoryhum am¢urearpom y Hemocpea-
HOj Onmu3uHU aHTHYKOor Hawmcyca, y oBOM TpeHyT-
Ky hemMo 3aHeMapuTH UCTOpHjaT IMPOMEHA MECTa,
OTHOCHO rpaleBHMHA y KOjuMa Cy ce OJurpaBalie
raaujaropcke 6opoe, OMHOCHO 3aapkahemo ce Ha
TEMH y OHOj MEpH KOja je oaroBapajyha 3a oBaj pas.
Hauwme, Ha 0BOM MecTy Hac mpe cBera MHTEpecyjy
amduTearpy, 3uJaHu kao noceOHe rpaheBune, a
KaKBH Cy TIO3HATH Y MPEKO JIB€ CTOTHHE CllydajeBa
— o ATIaHTCKOr okeaHa 1o brauckor ncroka u of
Caxape no JlynaBa u Pajue.” Hajpanuju npumepu
am¢uTearpa 3a0e/IeKEeHH Y KIACUYHUM TEKCTOBH-
Ma cy MPUBPEMEHHU, MOHTaKHU aM(pUTeaTpH, CKOPO
y HOTIYHOCTH Tpal)eHu OoXl ApBETa, OIHOCHO KOM-
OMHaLMjOM KaMeHa U JIpBeTa, MOmyT amduTearpa
Crarunuja Taypa y Pumy.$ Mnak, oBe npumepe He
Tpeba mocMaTpaTH UCKJbYYHMBO Kao IpeTede Mo-
HYMEHTaJHUX KaMeHuX amureatapa — npumepu
MOHTQKHUX O0OjeKkara MO3HaTU Cy U U3 KaCHHJHUX
nepuona, kajua cy kamenu amgurearpu seh rpabe-
Hu mupom Llapctsa.® Y Hajsehem Opojy cityuajeBa,
KaMeHu am@urteaTpu cy rpalleHu y HEmoCpeaHoj
ONM3MHU BeNUKUX ypOaHHX IieHTapa,! omHOCHO
CeNUIITa BEIMKUX BOJHUX TapHHM3oHa.!! Heku on
OCHOBHHUX yCJIOBa KOjUMa Cy C€ TpaauTesbu aM(pu-
TeaTapa BOAWIM OWJIM Cy NPUCTYI IMyTeBUMA, OA-
JIMKE Tej3aka U MOPQOIOTHja 3eMJBHIITA, 2 1ITO je
YMHOTOME OJIaKIIaBaJI0 HE caMoO M3rpaamwy Beh u
(byHKIMOHHUCamE 00jeKTa.

[Topen Tora mro cy am@urearpu umaau 3Ha-
YajHy yJory y ypOaHoM MJIaHUpawy PUMCKHUX Ipa-
JIOBa Kao He3a00MJIa3HU CETMEHT nocBeheH pa3oHo-
Iiv (3ajeHO ca APYyTruM 00jeKTUMa TOIMyT Tearapa,
JaBHUX KylaTuja M Cl.), CBaKako He Tpeba 3aHe-
MapuUTl U CUMOOJIMYKH 3Ha4a] OBUX MOHYMEHTAJ-
Hux oOjekara. Haume, He camo fa cy am¢urearpu
MpeacTaBbail CUMOOJ ,,pUMCKOCTU y TMPOBHH-
LIMjCKUM T'pajioBUMa, Beh Cy 3ampaBo CBEIOYMIN O
puMcKoj Mohu U ayroputeTy, HaxMohu cynepuop-

6 O pUMCKIM CIIEKTAKIMMA, KA0 ¥ O MyTy KOjH je OpraHu3a-
IMja CHEKTaKIa IPelIa 07l OTBOPEHUX TProBa JI0 CIIELH]jaIn30Ba-
Hux rpahesuna, B. Golvin 1988; Bomgardner 2000; Welch 2007.

7 Golvin 1988; Bomgardner 2000.
8 Welch 2007: 108.

9 Welch 2007: 70. O apBerHoM 06jekTy Ha BumuHawujymy B.
Bogdanovi¢, Nikoli¢ 2017.

10 Trevelloni 2020: 113.
11 Jankovi¢ 2020: 139.
12 Trevelloni 2020: 113.
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organised in the 5% century CE, the spectacles
changed significantly, both in terms of the venues
selected for them and the participants, and in terms
of the meaning they had for all of the participants.®
As this paper primarily deals with the possible am-
phitheatre in the direct proximity of ancient Naissus,
we are going to neglect at this point the history of
the changes of the venues or the buildings in which
the gladiator fights used to take place, that is, we
are going to focus on the topic only up to the degree
that is suitable for the paper. Namely, we are prima-
rily interested in amphitheatres here, those built as
separate structures and known in over two hundred
cases — from the Atlantic Ocean to the Middle East
and from the Sahara to the Danube and the Rhine.”
The earliest examples of amphitheatres recorded
in the classical texts were temporary, pre-built am-
phitheatres, almost completely made of wood, that
is, using a combination of stone and wood, such as
the amphitheatre of Statilius Taurus in Rome.? Still,
these examples should be view solely as the pro-
genitors of the monumental stone amphitheatres —
the examples of pre-built structures are also known
from the later periods when the stone amphitheatres
were already built throughout the Empire.® In most
of the cases, the stone amphitheatres were built in
the direct proximity of large urban centres!? or the
headquarters of large military garrisons.!! Some of
the basic requirements that guided the builders of
amphitheatres were the access to roads, landscape
characteristics and land morphology,!2 which sig-
nificantly facilitated not only the construction, but
also the functioning of the structure.

Beside the fact that amphitheatres played a sig-
nificant role in the urban planning of Roman cities,
as an unavoidable segment dedicated to leisure (to-
gether with other structures such as theatres, pub-
lic baths, etc.), we should certainly not neglect the
symbolic meaning of these monumental structures.
Namely, not only did amphitheatres represent the
symbol of “Romanness” in provincial cities, they
actually also testified to the Roman power and au-

6 About the Roman spectacles, as well as the road covered by
the spectacle organisation from open squares to specialised struc-
tures, see. Golvin 1988; Bomgardner 2000; Welch 2007.

7 Golvin 1988; Bomgardner 2000.
8 Welch 2007: 108.

9 Welch 2007: 70. About the ancient structure in Viminacium,
see Bogdanovi¢, Nikoli¢ 2017.

10 Trevelloni 2020: 113.
11 Jankovié¢ 2020: 139.
12 Trevelloni 2020: 113.
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HUX HaJ NMPUMHUTUBHHM, OJHOCHO LHBUJIM3ALIUjE
HaJl TUBJBUM U Heypehenum.!3 Amdurearpu ce ta-
Kohe MOry mocMaTrpard Kao MecTa MHTEpaKIHje,
OJJHOCHO MeCTa Ha KOjUMa J0Ja3H JI0 KOHTaKTa U
pa3MeHe uueja u3Mely pa3Iu4YuTHUX JIeJI0Ba PHM-
CKOT JIpYLITBA.

Ha mpocropy nanamme CpOuje jeauHu peru-
CTPOBAaHU U apXEOJIOUIKH MCTPAXXEHU amdurearap
npeacTaBsba rpaljeBuHa oTkpuBeHa y Bumunanujy-
My, KOja je pBHU IyT OTKpuBeHa Kpajem XIX Beka,
Ja Ou TeK BEeK KacHUje Ouia UCTpakeHa U JIeH-
MHYHO peKoHcTpyHucaHa.!4 Jlpyru o0jekTu ciudHe
HaMEHE Cy MPETHOCTaBJbEHH Yy OJM3MHU JPYTHX
3Ha4YajHUX PUMCKHUX rpajioBa nomyT CHHTHAyHyMa
u Haucyca, anu 10 caja HUCY OTKpUBEHH HU Haj-
MarbH TparoBu ciIMYHuX rpaleBuHa. [IpernocraBka
0 MOCTOjalby MOHYMEHTAJTHUX PUMCKHX TpaljeBuHa
y u okonuHU Hauncyca, mounsa Ha uzaeju na Haucyc
0J1 CBOI' OCHMBama Na cBe A0 [V Beka npencrasiba
jeIaH o1 Haj3HAYajHUjUX PUMCKHX W KaCHOAHTHY-
KHX T'pajioBa Ha rmpocTtopy AaHamme Cpouje.!s Ue-
TpaKUBa4M INPETIIOCTaB/bajy Ja je y HajpaHujeM
nepuoay OCHHBama npoBuHIMje Mesuje Haucyc
MOTao CIIY>)KMTH Kao 0a3a 3a MpUKyIJbambe U CHAO-
JieBamk-e TpyTa U3 jy:)KHUX obnacth, na ou y Il Beky
y BeMy Ouiia CTallMOHMpaHa MpBa JapAaHCKa KO-
xopta (cohors I Aurelia Dardanorum), ynpaso y
BpeMe MapKOMaHCKHX partoBa Mapka Aypenuja.lo
V nepuony xacue antuke, ¢ kpaja Il u mouerkom
IV Beka, Hancyc nocraje BayKHO cpequIITe y KoMe
oJiceq1ajy pUMCKH IIapEBH Ha CBOjUM IPOITY TOBAHH-
Ma Kpo3 uctoune jenose LlapcTBa. O BenuuuHu U
3Ha4ajy Tpaja cBelode U OPOjHH apXCOJOIIKH HC-
TpakeHU 00jJeKTH Ha MPOCTOPY I'paja U y HEroBoj
HEeTmocpenHoj okonmHU. Ha mpocropy Koju manac
3ay3uMa Typcka TBphasa usrpahena y XVIII Beky,
OTKPHMBEHH Cy ocTaiy (Gopyma, Kao U JeJI0BU IJ1aB-
HUX KOMYHUKalija rpaga.l’ V3 jyxau 3un TBphase
OTKPHUBEHO j€ KyNaTHJIO BEJIMKUX TUMEH3H1]a, TOK je
cnnvaH o0jexaT KOHCTaTOBaH M Ha IPOCTOPY M3BaH
CEeBEepHOT 3uja. Y HenocpeaHoj ONM3WHU OTKpPHUBE-
Ha je U JIyKCy3Ha rpal)eBuHa ca OKTaroHoM, Koja Ou
MoOTJIa Jla TIpecTaBba o0jekar kopurrheH o cTpa-
HE HajBHMIIUX 3BaHWYHMKA.!3 VY mperxomHoj nere-
HUJHU UCTPaXXECHA j€ CKOPO Yy MOTIYHOCTH U HajBeha

13 Jankovi¢ 2014: 54-55.

14 Banrposuh 1884; Bornanosuh u mp. 2018.
15 MTerposuh 1999; Jepemuh, Yepixkos 2021.
16 TTerposuh 1999: 30.

17 Jepemuth 2017: 150.

13 Jepemuth 2018: 184.
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thority, the supremacy of the superior over the prim-
itive, that is, of the civilisation over the wild and
undeveloped.!3 Amphitheatres may also be viewed
as points of interaction, that is, as places where dif-
ferent parts of the Roman society came into contact
and exchanged ideas amongst themselves.

On the territory of the present-day Serbia, the
only registered and archaeologically surveyed am-
phitheatre is a structure discovered in Viminacium
that was first revealed towards the end of the 19th
century, but was surveyed and partially reconstruct-
ed only a century later.!4 Other structures used for
the similar purpose were presumed in the vicinity of
some other important Roman cities, such as Singi-
dunum and Naissus, but not even the slightest traces
of similar structures have been discovered so far.
The assumption that there are monumental Roman
buildings in the surroundings of ancient Naissus as
well is based on the idea that from its foundation
until the 4th century Naissus was one of the most
important Roman and late antique cities on the ter-
ritory of the present-day Serbia.l> The researchers
presume that in the earliest period of the establish-
ment of the province of Mesia Naissus may have
been used as the basis for the gathering and supply-
ing of the military troops from the south areas, while
the I Dardani cohort (cohors I Aurelia Dardanorum)
was stationed here in the 2nd century, right at the
time of the Marcomannic Wars of Marcus Aure-
lius.16 In the period of the late Antiquity, from the
end of the 31 century and the beginning of the 4th
century, Naissus became an important centre where
Roman emperors stayed during their travel through
the eastern parts of the Empire. The size and the im-
portance of the city are also testified to by the nu-
merous archaeologically surveyed structures on the
territory of the city and in its direct proximity. In the
area covered today by the Ottoman fortress built in
the 18th century, remains of a forum have been dis-
covered, as well as parts of the city’s main commu-
nications.!” A public bath of large dimensions has
been discovered along the south wall of the fortress,
while a similar structure has also been established
in the area outside the north wall. A luxurious villa
with an octagon has been discovered in the direct
proximity as well and this could be a building used

13 Jankovié 2014: 54-55.

14 Banrposuhi 1884; Bormamosuh u ap. 2018.
15 TTerposuh 1999; Jepemnh, Yepruxos 2021.
16 TTerposuh 1999: 30.

17 Jepemuh 2017: 150.
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Hekponosia aHtuukor Hawmcyca — Jarogun mana,
no3Hara jomr ox 30-ux roguHa XX Beka.!® ¥V oBoM
TIperyiely HajBaXHU]jUX 00jexara Tpeda cBaKako Io-
MEHYTH U JIYKCy3HE KACHOQHTUYKE BUJIC Y OKOJIMHU
rpajia — Ha [opuny, Bunuky u cBakako Hajoosbe HC-
TpakeHo] MenujaHu.

CBu 0BHM 00jeKkTH, Ka0 U MH(OpMaIMje mo3Ha-
T€ UCTpaXKMBauMMa Kpo3 enurpadcke CIiOMEHHKE,
HYMHU3MaTH4Ke Hajla3e, ajli ¥ KJIAaCHYHE TEKCTOBE U
KacHHje IyTOIHUCE, JOMPUHETH CYy TOME J1a OYCKH-
Bamba 0 MOCTOjamby 00jeKara momyT XUIOAPOMa HITH
amduTtearpa Oyny no3utuBHo npuxsahena. Mnak,
TPEHYTHO CTambE apXEOoJOMIKMX HUCTPaKUBamba J10-
3BOJbABa HaM Jia c€ THME OaBMMO CamMO Ha HHUBOY
NpeTnocTaBku. M JIOK je XUIOIpOM MpeTrnocTa-
BJbEH HA MECTY jJEIHOT JIOCTa KacHHUjer XWUIOAPO-
Ma, Ha mpocTopy ['pajickor mospa, ceBEPOUCTOUHO
o1l TBphaBe,20 mpocTop Ha KOME C€ MOXKE OYEKH-
Baru am(urearap je TokoM mocneamux 50 roguHa
MPEICTaB/bao yIpaBo ,,IOTKOBHYACTH * 00jeKar Ha
Komckom rpo6sby.2! C 003upoM Ha YMILEHUILY J1a
JOKAJIUTET HUKA/Ja HHjEe apXCOJOUIKH HCTPaXKH-
BaH, a Ja TOKOM JIelieH’ja HHje OMII0 MPHjaB/beHUX
MOKPETHUX apXCOJIOIIKUX OCTaTaka Ha MOBPIIMHU
00jekTa,?2 paHUju UCTPAKUBAYH Cy C€ MOTIIH OCJIO-
HUTH CaMO Ha Tomorpadcke OUIMKE JIOKAIUTETa,
noKymaBajyhu 1a ofpeze \BeroBy HaMeHy.

Beh y npBoj myGnmukanuju, ayTop U3BeIITaja
W3HOCH XUTIOTE3y Jla CE€ Pal O PUMCKOM aM(puTe-
aTpy WIM €BEHTYaJHO O HEKOM OJI BH3aHTH]CKHUX
yrBphema y oxonuan Huma.23 Ha many npoctopa
ucTpaxuBaHoM 1972. roaune objexar je 4ak 1 03Ha-
4eH Kao ,,ampurearap (?)“.24 Ox Ttaga je 0 OBOM
00jeKTy M HETroBOj €BEHTYaJTHO] HAMEHHU Ha BUIIIC
MecTa pacrpaBibaHo,2’ Maja APYTH JIeO0 OPUTHHAT-
HE XWIoTe3e 0 MoryheM BH3aHTHjCKOM YTBphewmy
HUje ajbe pa3MarpaH. AyTopH KOju Cy ce OaBwiIn
am¢uTearpuma U Tiagujaropuma Ha Ty CpOuje
YBEK Cy pa3MaTpaiu 0Baj MpocTop kao Moryhe me-
CTO Ha KOMeE je crajao am¢uTearap anTu4kor Hawu-
cyca, y3 orpajay Ja 0 cajJa HUCY BpILEHa apXeo-
JIONIKA UCKOMaBama TOr npocrtopa.2® HapaBHo, cam

19 Jepemuh 2014.
20 Joganosuh 2006: 355.
21 Pymmh 1977; Byjosrh 2011; 2020; Jankovié¢ 2020.

22 0 oBome cBenoun i Cuma Iymmh, Koju je TokoM HcTpa-
JKHMBamba Ha JIOKAJINTETy PUOHHK OOMIIA0 M OBY JIOKALM]Y ca 4lia-
HOBMMa apxeonouike exurne, ['ymmuh 1977: 95.

23 ['ymwh 1977: 95; Ham. 9.

24 Pymmh 1977: 91.

25 Byjosuh 2011; 2020; Jankovi¢ 2020.

26 Byjosuh 2011: 267; 2020: 219; Jankosuh 2021: 139.
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by the highest officials.!® The biggest necropolis
of ancient Naissus — Jagodin Mala, known already
from the 1930s, was almost fully surveyed during
the previous decade.!® In this overview of the most
important structures, we should certainly also men-
tion the luxurious late-Antiquity villas in the city’s
surroundings — in Gorica, Vinik and certainly in the
best explored Mediana.

All of these structures, as well as the informa-
tion known to the scholars through the epigraphic
monuments, numismatic finds, as well as the classic
texts and later-date travelogues, have contributed to
the positive reception of the expectations about the
existence of structures such as a hippodrome or an
amphitheatre. Still, the current state of the archaeo-
logical explorations allows us to deal with this only
at the level of suppositions. And while the hippo-
drome has been presumed at the site of another hip-
podrome of a significantly later date, in the area of
Gradsko Polje, northeast of the fortress,20 the space
where an amphitheatre may be expected was pre-
cisely over the last 50 years the “horseshoe” struc-
ture at Konjsko Groblje.2! Taking into consideration
the fact that the site has never been archaeologically
surveyed and that there have been no reported mov-
able archaeological remains on the surface of the
structure,?? the earlier explorers could only rely on
the topographical features of the site, trying to deter-
mine its purpose.

It was already in the first publication that the
author of the report presented a hypothesis that this
may be a Roman amphitheatre or possibly a Byz-
antine fortress in the surroundings of Ni$.23 In the
plan of the area surveyed in 1972, the structure is
even marked as “amphitheatre (?).”24 Since then,
the structure and its possible purpose have been dis-
cussed in several places,?S although the second part
of the original hypothesis about the possible Byz-
antine fortress was no longer considered. The au-
thors who worked with the topic of amphitheatres
and gladiators on the territory of Serbia have always
considered this area as the possible site where the

18 Jepemuh 2018: 184.

19 Jepemuh 2014.

20 Joamoruh 2006: 355.

21 Iymmh 1977; Byjosuh 2011; 2020; Jankovi¢ 2020.

22 This is also corroborated by Sima Gusi¢ who, during the
surveying of at the Ribnik site, also visited this site with members
of the archaeological team, I'ymuh 1977: 95.

23 Iymmh 1977: 95; mar. 9.
24 Pyumah 1977: 91.
25 Byjosuh 2011; 2020; Jankovié 2020.



216

001k o0jekTa (OBaJHU/TIOTKOBHYACTH) HUjEe OHO
JeAMHU apryMEHT NpU HETOBOM O3HA4YaBamy Kao
eBeHTyalHor amdurearpa. ToMme y IpHior roBopu-
Jie cy ¥ IMMEH3H]e, yAaJbeHOCT OJ] aHTUYKOT Tpajia
(Ha oko 1,5 pUMCKYy MHJBY O]l TIPOCTOpPA AHTHYKOT
rpaja), Kao ¥ KapaKTepPHCTUKE OKOJIMHE y KOjoj ce
Hasas3M, MTO Cy CBE OCOOMHE KOje€ ONroBapajy am-
¢buTearpuma MOAU3AHUM Yy PUMCKHM MPOBHHIIM]jA-
Mma.2’ Jlakie, cBM apryMeHTH JIOCTYyNHHU Oe3 au-
PEKTHUX apXEOJIOIIKUX HMCKOIaBamha TOBOPUIH CY
y MPWJIOT TOME JIa jé BHCOK HMBO BepoBaTHOhe na
o0jexar Ha KomckoM rpo0spy 3amcra mpeacTaBiba
pumMcku amputearap.28 Mako je cBaku myT uzaeja o
am¢utearpy Ha KomckoMm rpo0sby M3HOIIEHA TEK
Kao MpeTIoCTaBKa, OHa je mpuxBaheHa y apxeo-
JIOIIKOj JIMTEPATypH M BHIIE IyTa MUTUpaHa.2? Je-
JIaH OJ1 IIMJbEBA OBOT Pajia jecTe U CTaBJbakhe Tauke
Ha OBY JHJIEMY, Kako OU ce cIIMYHa OMacHOCT y Oy-
nyhum uHTEpnperanyjama nzoeria.

TepeHckn U kapTorpagcku nogauu
Jokaantera Komcko rpodsne

Kako ce nokamurter Komcko rpobibe Hana-
31 y HemocpenHoj okonmHu Humike TBphase, oBaj
MPOCTOp j€ BUAJbUB HAa BehWHM MIaHOBA HACTAIMX
toxoM XVII u XVIII Beka.3? Mnak, Ha Behunu ca-
YyBaHUX IJIAHOBA HE TMOCTOje Ha3HAKe Koje Ou yKa-
3ajie Ha TocTojame 00jekTa Ha KomCckoM rpo0sby.
Jenunu n3y3erak Morao Ou a mpecTaBsba MOAaTaK
ca aycrpujckor mana Huma u3 1737. rogune,3! Ha
KOjeM ce, ceBepo3araaHo o TBphase, BUIANA CTPYK-
Typa OBaJTHOT OOJIMKa, KOja OM MOIJIa YKa3uBaTH HA
MOCTOjarbe HeKe BpcTe oljekra. Panm ce oBaiHO]
CTPYKTYpH ca JIBa KOHLIECHTpUYHA ,,3U]1a* WK POBa,

27 Jankovié 2013: 159.

28 AyTOp OBOT TeKCTa BHIIE MyTa j¢ yUeCTBOBAO Y [LIAHHU-
pamy apXeoJIOMKOT MPOjeKTa Koju Ou ce 0aBHO MCTPaKUBAKHEM
MOTeHLHjaTHOT aM(duTeaTpa Ha 0BoM mpocTopy. [IpBu myT je npu-
IPEMJBCH MPOjeKaT 3a KOHKYPC Tajalimber MUHUCTApCTBA KYIITY-
pe PC 2011. rogune, kana je IUIAHUPAHUM HPOjEeKTOM Tpebaio
na pykoBoau npod. 1p Mupocnas Byjosuh. Haxkanoct, npojexar
HHKa/a HUje (GUHAHCUpaH HUTH peanusoBaH. Ox Taja, ayTop je
BUIIIE ITyTa YYECTBOBAO Y IUIAHUPALY CIIMYHOT IIPOjeKTa ca 3aBo-
JIOM 32 3aLITHTY CIIOMEHUKa KynType Hui, anu Hu T0o HUje ypo-
JIUJIO TIIIOZIOM.

29 Jopanoeuh 2006; Byjosuh 2011; 2020; Jankovi¢ 2013;
2020; bornanosuh u ap. 2018: 45.

30 Musomesuh 2005; Pakorja 2016.

31 Befestigungsplan (,Plan von der Tiirckischen Grintz-
Vestung Nissa. im Konigreich Servien wie solche den 28. Iulii
A°. 1737 an die Kayserlichen iibergeben worden.*), Kupferstich
b. Thomas von Wierings Erben in Hamburg, 1737.

KONJSKO GROBLJE NEAR NIS:
FROM A ROMAN AMPHITHEATRE TO AN AUSTRIAN
FIELD FORTRESS

amphitheatre of ancient Naissus used to be, distanc-
ing themselves by saying that no archaeological dig-
ging of this area has been carried out.26 Of course,
the very shape of the structure (oval/horseshoe) was
not the only argument when marking it as a possible
amphitheatre. This was supported by the dimensions,
the distance from the ancient city (at around 1.5 Ro-
man miles from the area of the ancient city), as well
as the characteristics of its surroundings, which are
all the features that accompany amphitheatres built
throughout Roman provinces.2” In other words, all
the arguments available without direct archacologi-
cal digging supported the high level of probability
that the structure at Konjsko Groblje was indeed
a Roman amphitheatre.28 Although the idea of an
amphitheatre at Konjsko Groblje was always pre-
sented only as a supposition, it has been accepted in
archaeological literature and quoted several times.2?
One of the goals of this paper is to put the final stop
on this dilemma in order to avoid a similar danger in
any future interpretations.

Field and cartographic data
of the Konjsko Groblje site

As the Konjsko Groblje site is situated in the di-
rect proximity of Ni§ Fortress, this area is visible in
most of the plans drawn during the 17th and the 18th
centuries.3? Still, in most of the saved plans there
are no indications that would suggest any structure
at Konjsko Groblje. The only exception could be
the data from the Austrian plan of Ni§ from 173731
where, northwest of the fortress, it is possible to see
an oval-shaped structure that could suggest the ex-
istence of some type of a building. This is an oval

26 Byjopuh 2011: 267; 2020: 219; Jankosuh 2021: 139.
27 Jankovi¢ 2013: 159.

28 The author of this text has taken part several times in the
planning of an archaeological project that would deal with the sur-
veying of the potential amphitheatre in this area. The first time, a
project was prepared for the tender by the then Ministry of Cul-
ture of the RS in 2011, when the planned project was to be led by
Prof. Dr Miroslav Vujovi¢. Unfortunately, the project was never
financed or implemented. Since then, the author has taken part sev-
eral times in the planning of a similar project with the Institute for
Cultural Preservation Ni§, but neither this has come to any fruition.

29 Josanosuh 2006; Byjosih 2011; 2020; Jankovié 2013;
2020; bornanosuh u ap. 2018: 45.

30 Munomesuh 2005; Pakorija 2016.

31 Befestigungsplan (,Plan von der Tiirckischen Grintz-
Vestung Nissa. im Konigreich Servien wie solche den 28. Iulii
A°. 1737 an die Kayserlichen tibergeben worden.*), Kupferstich b.
Thomas von Wierings Erben in Hamburg, 1737.
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1. HU3eneo noxanuiueiia Korscko epobme ca ceseposaiiaore
ciupane, aseyciu 2023, goinio J. boeuh

o0eekeHoj Ha caMO0j MBHIIM TIPOCTOpa Ha KOME je
cTajano Typcko rpobsbe (Turkische Begrdbnufse).
MebyTim, OBako yrpTaH nogatak roBOpH y MpHIIOr
TOME JIa Ha TOM MECTy Yy BpeMe U3pajie IiaHa Huje
om0 cramHOTr 00jeKTa (KOju OM Y POTUBHOM TaKO
u 6mo ymptaH). OACcycTBO OBOT 00jeKTa Ha APYyTUM
IUIAHOBMMA E€BEHTyaJlHO Ou ce Momio 00jacCHUTH
ETOBUM KPATKUM TPajarbeM.

TokoM nBazeceT v et rofuHa JiokanuTet Kom-
CKO Tpo0OJbe je moceheH HeKOIMKO Iy Ta, MOCIeIBI
nyT y aBrycty 2023. rogune (ci. 1). Mako je mpo-
CTOp Ha KOME C€ JIOKAJIUTET Halla3u 00pacTao rycToM
BETETAINjOM, OCHOBHE KOHTYpE C€ MOTY Ha3peTH
— pajau ce 0 OBAJIHOj JENPEeCcHju ca yla3oM Ha Jyx-
HOj crpanu. [Ipeunuk mpocropa oOyxBaheHor 3u-
JIOBMMa M3HOCH OKO 60 m, a 3UJIOBU Cy CauyBaHU
y BUCHHHU JI0 3 m ca yHyTpallmbhe CTpaHe, JOK ce ca
CIIOJbHE CTpaHEe Ha3Mpe IOCTOjabe POBa, a 3UTOBH
Cy BUCHHE U 710 5 m. Ha camMoM JoKauTeTy HUKa/a
70 caJa HUCY OTKPHUBEHH IMOKPETHH apXEOJOUIKU
ocTaly, Ma HU OcTalu rpal)eBUHCKOT Marepuja-
Ja, KOju OM €BEHTyaJlHO yKa3WBao Ha KOpHUIINeHme
OleKa MM KaMeHa y rpaamu oljekra. Jlokanurer
je noxarHo omreheH ykonaBamwuma orpeme Bojcke
Cpbuje, koja je 0Baj IPOCTOP KOPUCTUIIA JCIICHH]a-
Ma yHa3a.

1. Northwest view of the Konjsko Groblje site, August
2023, photo by J. Bogi¢

structure with two concentric “walls” or ditches,
marked on the very edge of the area where the Ot-
toman cemetery (Turkische Begrdbnufe) used to be.
However, the data drawn like this support the fact
that there was no permanent structure at this site at
the time (which would otherwise be drawn). The
absence of this structure in the other plans may pos-
sibly be explained by its short duration.

Over the period of 25 years, the Konjsko Grob-
lje site was visited several times, the last time in
August 2023 (fig. 1). Although the area where the
site is located is overgrown in dense vegetation, the
basic contours may still be discerned — this is an
oval depression with an entrance on the south side.
The diameter of the area encompassed by the walls
is around 60 m and the walls have been preserved
up to 3 m in height on the interior side, while it is
possible to discern the existence of a ditch on the
exterior side with the walls being up to 5 m high. To
date, no movable archaeological remains have been
discovered at the site itself, including also remains
of construction material that could possibly suggest
the use of bricks or stone for the construction of the
structure. The site has been additionally damaged by
the digging in of the equipment of the Serbian Army
that used this area for decades.
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Pe3yntatu LiDAR-a ca nokanurera
Komcko rpodsne

VYOp3anu pa3BUTaK TEXHOJIOTH]jE, KOjU Tpaje Of
npyre nojoBruHe XX BeKa Ia cBe J0 JlaHac, YMHOIO-
M€ je JIOMPUHEO U Pa3BHjarby HEHMHBA3WBHUX METO-
Jla TaJbUHCKe mpocnekuuje y apxeonoruju. LiDAR
(Light Detection and Ranging) metona KOPUCTH ce
Iy>Ke OJ] IBaJIeCeT TOIMHA Y apXeOoJIOTHjH, OMHOCHO
on nouetka XXI Beka, 10K je y CPIICKY apXeoJorHjy
yBEJICHA HeT/Ie TIOUETKOM Ipoluie aeneHuje.32 OBom
METOIOM C€ Mpelnu3HO TpeMepaBa Tomorpaduja
3eMJBbHHE TOBPIIMHE U TUPEKTHO Manupa y 3D obma-
Ky Tayaka. JIacepcku CKkeHep KOjH ce HaJla3H Ha JIeTe-
JMLHU eMuTyje ckopo uHppanpsene ummyice (NIR —
near infrared) y BU1lIE IIpaBana, 1 T0 y (peKBEeHINjU
ox 30.000 o 100.000 ummnynca y cekynau. bpzuna
MOBPATHOT €Xa MMITYyJICa Of] MOBPIIUHE Ta A0 IJa-
BE MHCTPYMEHTA CE€ PETHCTpPYje M TUME CE 3alpaBo
nmo0Mja Tperu3Ha Mana noppiimHe.33 BaxHo je Ha-
MIOMEHYTH jeHY 01 HajBehuX MPeaHOCTH OBE METO-
Jie, a TO je Jla CBaKu MMITYJIC peructpyje Behu 6poj
exa, y 3aBUCHOCTH of uera ce peduekryje. Mepehu
Op3WHE U aMIUIMTY/E Tajaca UMITYJICA, HHCTPYMEHT
npepadyHaBa Mepe, Te je y CTamby Ja OACTPaHH Bere-
TalMjy, OAHOCHO Ja TPETIO3HA IpyTadrje CTPYKType
H TJIy U yHyTap 1bera, Yume ce 1001ja OrojbeHa Mara
Tna. Mmak, oBako J00HMjeHHM TIOAAIM TIPEACTABIbA]Y
camo J1eo 00aBJbEHOT M10CIA, JIOK C€ PYTH €0 THUE
o0paje 1 Bu3yenum3aiyje o0jexara,3* Kkao 1 TepeHCKe
eBaJIyalyje MmojaTaka.

Caumame nokanutera Komcko rpodsse je 2018.
ronuHe obaBuia komnanuja MapSoft u3 beorpana,
y OKBUPY CHHMama 1muper npocropa Huma. [Toga-
U Cy TIPUKYTIJBEHH UCTOBPEMEHUM aepo(oTo-CHH-
MameM u ynorpedom LiDAR-a. [Ipener tepena je
o0aBsbeH y gerenui SILA750, 1ok je 3a CHUMame
U KacHM]Jy KOJIOpU3alMjy objaka Tayaka Kopuiihe-
Ha kamepa Phase One iXURS 1000 (100MPix). 3a
ckeHupamwe LiDAR-om kopumrheH je MHCTpyMEHT
Teledyne Optech Orion M300, na 6u cHUMak 61O
reopedepeniupan uHTerpuicannM  GNSS/IMU
ypehajem. Pesonynuja cHUMKa M3HOCH 5 cm/pix,
OJTHOCHO rycTuHa je 15 tauaka mo m2. Ha kpajy, mo-
nany cy nponecupanu codprsepuma Teledyne LMS

32 Ypannmmesnh, Byrapckn 2012: 246.
33 Massini et al. 2011: 265.

34 V oOpamy u BU3yeNW3alMju TOJaTaka 3a OBaj TEKCT
HajBehy nomoh je mpyxwuna konernnuua Upuna Kajresz uz Pe-
IMyOJIMYKOT 3aBOZA 3a 3alITUTY CIIOMEHHKa KyilType, 0e3 umje
noMohu OW MUcame OBOT pafa OMIO JajleKO KOMIUTMKOBaHU)E H
3HATHO JIy’Ke.
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LiDAR results from the
Konjsko Groblje site

The accelerated development of technology,
that has been taking place from the second half of
the 20th century to date, has greatly contributed also
to the development of non-invasive methods of re-
mote prospection in archaeology. The LiDAR (Light
Detection and Ranging) method has been used in
archaeology for more than 20 years, that is, from
the beginning of the 215 century, while being in-
troduced into the Serbian archaeology somewhere
at the beginning of the last decade.3? This method
helps measure precisely the topography of the earth’s
surface and it directly maps into a 3D point cloud.
The laser scanner that is located on an aircraft emits
near infrared (NIR) impulses in several directions, at
the frequency from 30,000 to 100,000 impulses per
second. The speed of the reverse echo of the impulse
from the ground surface to the head of the instrument
is registered, thus providing actually a precise map
of the surface.33 It is important to point out one of
the biggest advantages of this method — each impulse
registers a larger number of echoes, depending on
what they reflect from. By measuring the speeds and
the amplitudes of the impulse waves, the instrument
calculates the measures and is capable of remov-
ing the vegetation, that is, it can recognise different
structures both on the ground and within it, thus pro-
viding a bare map of the terrain. Still, the data ob-
tained in such a manner constitute only a part of the
work, while the other part concerns the processing
and the visualisation of the structures,34 as well as
the field evaluations of the data.

The scanning of the Konjsko Groblje site was
done by company MapSoft from Belgrade in 2018,
within the scope of the scanning of the wider area of
Nis. The data were collected by the concurrent aerial
photo-shooting and the use of the LiDAR. The flying
over the terrain was done by the SILA750 aircraft,
while the shooting and the subsequent colourisation
of the point cloud were done by the Phase One iX-
URS 1000 (100MPix) camera. The LiDAR scan-
ning was done by the Teledyne Optech Orion M300
instrument, in order for the image to be georefer-

32 Ypanmmesnth, Byrapckn 2012: 246.
33 Massini et al. 2011: 265.

34 The processing and visualisation of the data for this text
have been greatly assisted by our colleague Irina Kajtez from the
Institute for the Protection of Cultural Monuments of Serbia, with-
out the help of whom the writing of this paper would be far more
complicated and would take significantly longer.
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2. LiDAR cnumyu noxanuiueitia Korscko epobve:
a) DTM crumax nokanuineitia be3 geceiuayuje;
6) opiiogpoiniocpapuja; 8) cHuMax ca usoxuicama Ha
exguouctianyy 00 1 m u 2) cHumax ca Knacuguxayujom
sucuna o bojama

u Trimble PosPAC. 3a koHauHy BH3yeaH3aIujy
pesynTara, 0Bako J0OMjeHH MOAAIH Cy Ha Kpajy 00-
pahenu y codprepy QGIS y3 kopumihemwe paziu-
gutux ¢unrepa (hillshade, color classification...).
Yak 1 mOBPIITHO MpEeTieiamke TofaTaka yKasyje
Ha TO J1a 00jeKaT CBaKaKO HE MOXE OWTH PUMCKH
am¢uTearap, jep He oIroBapa HM 10 JUMEH3HjaMa,
HUTH 10 Gopmu. Pamu ce o Xekcarony kome He-
JIoCTaje jelHa, Kpajiba jy’KHa CTpaHa, AUMEH3Hja
57 (uctok—3aman) x 62 m (cesep—jyr). dumensuje
CTpaHMIIa XeKCcaroHa cy HejenHake u u3Hoce 27-35
cm. Ha cauMKy ce Taxolje, y3 crioJbHY MBHITY XeKca-
roHa mpumMehyje ¥ poB KOju ce Impy»ka mapajieHo ca
3MJIOBMMa, a KOjH je HejenHake mmpuHe o 10,5 no
13,75 m.35 M3y3eB 0BOT XeKcaroHaJHOT 00jeKTa, Ha

35 OpurunanHe qUMeH3HjE POBA Cy BEPOBATHO HELITO MAKhe,
¢ 003UpOM Ha TO J1a je pOB TPEHYTHO Y JIOLIEM CTamby U I0]] Be-
reTaLjOM.
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2. LiDAR images of the Konjsko Groblje site: a) DTM
image of the site with no vegetation, b) orthophotography;
¢) image with contour lines at the equidistance of 1 m
and d) ) image with the height classification by
colours

enced by the integrated GNSS/IMU device. The im-
age resolution is 5 cm/pix, that is, the density is 15
points per m2. In the end, the data were processing
using the Teledyne LMS and Trimble PosPAC soft-
ware. In order to get the final visualisation of the re-
sults, the data obtained in this manner were eventu-
ally processed by the QGIS software using different
filters (hillshade, colour classification...).

Even the superficial overview of the data sug-
gests that the structure certainly cannot be a Roman
amphitheatre, for it does not match it either by di-
mensions or the form. This is a hexagon that has
one, far south side, missing, with the dimensions of
57 (east-west) x 62 m (north-south). The dimensions
of the hexagon sides are uneven and they go from
27-35 m. It can also be noticed on the image, along
the exterior edge of the hexagon, that there is a ditch
that extends parallel to the walls and that has uneven
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CHHUMKY j€ TEIKO Pa3/lBOJUTH OCTATKE aKTUBHOCTU
Bojcke CpOuje o eBeHTyaTHO CTapHjHX, apXeOoJIOI-
KHx ocraraka. O0jekar ce Haja3Hu Ha peslaTUBHO 3a-
PaBIHEHOM IIJIATOY, Ca OYyBAHUM BHCHHaMa yHYTpa-
IIBKX 3U70Ba U 710 3 m, a jy’kHa (,,0TBOpEeHa™) cTpa-
Ha je HeITO BUINA Y OJHOCY Ha OcCTaTak o0jeKTa
(ci. 2). M3y3eB 3umoBa 1 poBa XeKcaroHaJHOT 00je-
KTa, HA CHUMKY C€ HE NpPENo3Hajy APYrd 00jeKTH
KOju OW €BEHTYaTHO YKa3uBaJId Ha 00jeKTe O/ TPaj-
Hor Matepujaina. [lopehema pamu, LIDAR cHuMIm
amduTearapa ca Ipyrux JOKaJuTeTa MoKazyjy na
je W3IIen HEUCTpaXeHHWX amdurearapa MOTITYHO
JIpyrayvju ¥ Ja ce Mperno3HaT/bUBH OBAJTHH OOJIUK
o0jeKkTa jacHO BUIM Ha CHUMIIMMA U3 Bazayxa.3t

Hamena o6jexTa Ha KomckoMm rpodsby

AKo ce 3a TpeHyTaK BpaTUMO Ha IIpBE UHTEp-
mpeTanyje oBor o0jekTa, ceTnheMo ce na je jemHa
O]l IPBUX UJIeja, MOpea pUMCKOT amduTearpa, ouna
¥ PaHOBHM3AHTH]CKO YyTBpheme. 3aucra, YKOIUKO
nopeaumo Komcko rpodsbe ca nokanurerom [opmwe
rpaaumre y CBumapuny,’’ nNpBU yTHCAK je 1a ce
pamy o0 CIMYHUM OO0jeKTHMa — CIMYHOT OOJIMKa U
penaTuBHO CIMYHUX AUMeH3uja. Mnak, pasiuke cy
BUIIIE HETO OYMIJIE/IHE. 3a MOYeTaK, MecTa Ha KOjH-
Ma Cy MOJUTHYyTa OBa JBa 00jeKkTa cy reorpagcku
MOTITYHO pa3lu4muTa — JOK ce objekar y [opmem
rpaJIMIITy Haja3u Ha y3BUCHHH, Kombcko rpodibe ce
HaJa3u Ha OTBOPEHOM IUIATOY. 3a pa3iuKy of 00je-
kta y [opmem rpaaumry, ,,xexcaron* Ha Komckom
rpo0Jby 3ampaBo HEMa JyXKHY CTpaHy, HUTH 00jeKTe
KOJU C€ MOTY NPUMETHUTH Yy HETIOCPEAHO] OIM3HHH,
a Koju OM MOIVIM yKa3uBaTW Ha JUPEKTHY Be3y ca
IpyruM JokanuteTnma. Ha kpajy, Ha CHUMKY 00je-
KTa u3 lopmer rpagumTa ce jacHO BHJE 3HJOBH,
HajBEpPOBaTHH]j€ O]l KAMEHAa, Ka0 M OCTAIll apXUTEK-
Type YHyTap camor o0jekTa, JOK TO HHje CiI4aj ca
o6jexTom Ha Komckom rpodsby. OBie cBakako Tpe-
6a nmoHoBUTH Ja Ha camMoM KomckoM rpoOspy Hu-
KaJia HUCY PEerCTPOBAHU aPXEOJIOMIKH OCTAIH KOjU
01 HaM €BEHTYaJIHO NIOMOTIJIM y pellaBamy KylITyp-
HE U UCTOPHjCKE MPUIIATHOCTH 00jeKTa.

36 Monterroso-Checa 2017.

37 OBaj nokamuTeT je onaGpaH jep je jexuHM 3a KOjH MOCTOje
LiDAR cHuMIH KOjU ce MOTY Jiajbe HOPEIUTH, a KOjH OAroBapa
OOJIMKOM M XpOHOJIOTHjoM 00jekTy Ha Komckom rpodiby, y KOH-
TEKCTy pa3MaTparmba MOryfiHOCTH 11a ce pajii O PAHOBHU3AHTH]CKOM
nepuofy, B. Ivanisevi¢ et al. 2019: 304.
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width, from 10.5 to 13.75 m.35 Except for this hexag-
onal structure, it is difficult to differentiate in the im-
age the remains of the activities of the Serbian Army
and the possibly older, archaeological remains. The
structure is located at a relatively flattened plateau,
with preserved heights of the interior walls, as much
as up to 3 m, while the south (“open”) side is some-
what higher in comparison to the remainder of the
structure (fig. 2). With the exception of the walls and
the ditch of the hexagonal shape, no other structures
can be recognised in the image that could possibly
point to other structures made of durable materials.
For the purpose of a comparison, the LiDAR images
of amphitheatres from other sites show that the ap-
pearance of unsurveyed amphitheatres is complete-
ly different and that the recognisable oval shape of
the structure can clearly be seen in aerial photos.36

Purpose of the structure at Konjsko Groblje

If we go to the first interpretations of this struc-
ture for a moment, we will remember that one of the
first ideas, apart from the Roman amphitheatre, was
an early Byzantine fortification. Indeed, if we com-
pare Konjsko Groblje with the site of Gornje Gradiste
in Svinjarica,3? the first impression is that these are
similar structures — of a similar shape and of relative-
ly similar dimensions. Still, the differences are more
than obvious. To start with, the places where these two
structures were built are geographically completely
different — while the structure in Gornje Gradiste is
situated on an elevation, Konjsko Groblje is located
on an open plateau. As opposed to the structure in
Gornje Gradiste, the “hexagon” at Konjsko Groblje
does not actually have its south side or any structures
that could be observed in the close proximity and that
could suggest a direct link to other sites. And finally,
the image from Gornje Gradiste clearly shows walls,
most likely made of stone, as well as remains of ar-
chitecture within the structure itself, which is not the
case with the structure at Konjsko Groblje. It is cer-
tainly worth repeating here that no archaeological re-

35 The original dimensions of the ditch were probably some-
what smaller, taking into consideration that the ditch is currently in
a poor state and covered in vegetation.

36 Monterroso-Checa 2017.

37 This site has been selected because it is the only one for
which there are LiDAR images that can be further compared,
while corresponding with its shape and chronology to the structure
at Konjsko Groblje, in the context of considering the possibility
that this relates to the early Byzantine period, see Ivanisevi¢ et al.
2019: 304.
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Ha xpajy, npeocTaje HaM cBera HEKOJIUKO MO-
ryhux pemiema 3a nuTame Koja je Ouaa HaMeHa
objekra Ha KomckoM rpoOspy. Hemocpenna Om-
3uHa Humike TBphaBe (M yTBpaa koje je TBphasa
3ameHuia y npBoj nonosunu X VIII Beka) ynyhyje
Ha eBEHTyalHa JemaBama y Humry m Hemocpen-
HO] OKOJMHM y Bpeme paroBa ca Ocmaniujama,
oqHocHO paroBa Ocmaniuja ca AycTpUjOM — Ha
nepuon ox XVII no XIX Beka. Toxom oBor me-
puona, Ha mpoctopy oko Hwumia, Buime myta cy
rpaleHa nosbcka yTBphema (1aH4eBn), o Kojux je
HajBEpOBaTHHj€ HAjIIO3HATHjHU MmaHar Ha Yerpy,3?
a koju mortude ¢ mouetka XIX Beka, W3 BpeMeHa
[IpBor cprickor ycranka. Haxanoct, o oBoM THITy
yTBphema MMaMo caMo IMoJaTKe cayyBaHE y CIIH-
CHMa CaBpeMEHHKa — apXeoJOIKa HCTPaXUBamba
Cy BpILIEHa BEOMa PETKO, a U KaJ jecy, pe3yaTaru
UCTpaKuBama HUCY myOnukoBanu. Kajga roBopumo
o mranyeBuMa u3 [IpBor cprickor ycraHka, OTHCH CY
cayyBaHU Ha BHIIIE MECTa, I1a MO)KEMO UMaTH Tpe/i-
CTaBy O TOME KaKo je OBaj THI YTBphemwa u3rieaao
u (ynkunonucao.?? llanueBu cy y ocHOBU Omin
npaBoyraonu (Yerap), nomuronannu (Jloznwuia,
Kpemna) niu HenmpaBuIIHY, IITO j€ Mpe CBEra yclo-
BJbEHO OJUIMKamMa pesbeda Ha MECTUMa Ha KOjuMa
cy manuyeBu noauszanu. lllanueBu cy ce cacrojamu
0]l 3eMJbaHUX IpyaoOpaHa BHCOKHUX OKO 2 m (6—8
CTOMA) U UCTO TOJIMKO IUPOKUX. ['pynobpanu cy
3amTrheHn IPBEHUM KOJbEeM (TTaiucagioM) ca Mec-
TUMHYHUM OTBOPUMA 3a CTPEIILE U apTHIBEPH]Y, a
ca CroJpbHE cTpaHe cy rpal)eHu peJaTUBHO IUTUTKU
POBOBH, KOjH Cy TaKol)e MOIVIM CITy’KHTH 332 CMEIIITa]
npyror peaa crpenamna.* OHO MITO je 3ajeHUYKO
CBUM YCTaHMUYKHMM IlIaHYEBUMA jecTe Ja IpeicTa-
BJbajy yTBplema 3aTBOPEHOT TUIIA, OMHOCHO J1a Cy
CBE CTpaHE 3aTBOpEHE 3MI0BMMa U OpameHe, 3a
pasnuky on objekra Ha KomckoMm Tpobiby, Koju je
,»OTBOpEH" ca jyxHe crpane. [llanar koju mo 061u-
Ky ¥ OCHOBH TIPENICTaBJba HAJOIKHU TTPUMEp jecTe
objekar y ceny Kpemna (cit. 3). Pagu ce o mecro-
YraoHOM IIaHIy AMMeH3Hja npuommxHo 80 x 50 m,
MOJUTHYTOM Ha Y3BHIIECHY M3HAJ JaHAIIHET IMyTa
Kpemna—Illapranu. Nnax, 3a pa3nuky on Komckor
rpo0Jba, KpeMaHCKH 00jeKar je U31y>KeHOTr 00JIHKa,
a CBE CTpaHe Cy 3aTBOpPEHE.

C 003upoM Ha pasnuke y TpaambHi U QYHKIHO-
HHUCamYy IIaH4YeBa ca objekroM ko Hura, motpa-
KHWJIA CMO jaCHHj€ aHAJIOTHj€ Ha JPYTUM MECTHMA,

38 Maprosuh 2003: 19.

39 Mumxosuh 1904: 143; Ieposuh 1969: 10; 3npaskosuh
2005: 11.

40 TTeposuh 1969: 10.
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mains have ever been registered at Konjsko Groblje
that would possibly help in the solving of the cultural
and historical affiliation of the structure.

Finally, we are left only with a few possible
solutions for the question about the purpose of the
structure at Konjsko Groblje. The direct proximity
of Ni§ Fortress (and the fortifications replaced by
the fortress in the first half of the 18th century) point
to possible events in NiS§ and its direct surroundings
during the wars with the Ottomans, that is, during
the wars between the Ottomans and Austria — and
the period from the 17th century to the 19th century.
During this period, on the territory around Nis, field
fortifications (ditches) were built several times, with
the one on hill Cegar, from the beginning of the 19th
century and the times of the First Serbian Uprising,
being in all likelihood the most famous of all.3® Un-
fortunately, we have data about this type of fortifica-
tion preserved only in the accounts of the contempo-
rary writers — the archaeological surveys have been
carried out very rarely and when they did take place,
their results were not published. When talking about
the ditches from the First Serbian Uprising, the de-
scriptions have been preserved in several places and
thus we can get an idea about what this type of for-
tification looked like and how it functioned.3® The
ground plan of the ditches was rectangular (Cegar),
polygonal (Loznica, Kremna) or irregular, which
was primarily caused by the features of the relief in
the places where the ditches were built. The ditch-
es consisted of earth dykes around 2 m (6-8 feet)
tall and just as wide. The dykes were protected by
wooden stakes (the palisade) with occasional open-
ings/slits for archers and artillery, while on the exte-
rior side there were relatively shallow trenches that
could also be used for the second line of archers.40
What is common to all the ditches in the uprising is
that they were fortifications of an enclosed type, that
is, they were enclosed from all the sides and defend-
ed, unlike the structure at Konjsko Groblje that is
“open” on the south side. The ditch that by its shape
and ground plan constitutes the closest example is
the structure in the village of Kremna (fig. 3). This
is a hexagonal ditch with the dimensions of approxi-
mately 80 x 50 m, built on an elevation above the
present-day Kremna-Sargani road. Still, as opposed
to Konjsko Groblje, the structure in Kremna has an
elongated shape, while all the sides are enclosed.

38 Mapxosuh 2003: 19.

39 Muukosuh 1904: 143; Ileposuh 1969: 10; 3npaskosuh
2005: 11.

40 TTeposuh 1969: 10.
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3. Cuumax u3 opona, ,, Kapahophee wanay* y Kpemnuma,
oo A. banoosuh

Bozehu ce YnmbeHHIIOM Ja je kKpajeM X VII u y mpBoj
ooy X VIII Beka Hum mposeo kparko Bpe-
Me noj Biamhy AycTpuje — jeJHOM HAaKOH OUTKe
1689. rogune u jeqHoM y Toky 1737. rogune.4! 3a
pa3nuKy Ol KaCHHjer MoBiauema 6e3 6opou, mpu-
JMKOM OcCBajama 1689. y HeEmocpeaHoj OKOIWHU
Huma ayctpujcka Bojcka je Boawiia Tenike 6opoe
Ca OCMaHCKOM IT0CaJ0M T'pajia v IPYTUM OCMAacKUM
jenuHuIamMa.*2 Y cauyBaHOM omucy 60pOu, onucaH
j€ JIc0 OCMaHCKOT IIIaHIa Koju ce rmpoTte3ao ox ,,Hu-
mase 10 Bunuka®, oqHOCHO CEBEPHO U UCTOUYHO Of
Huma. Ayctpujcka Bojcka je mopasuiia OCMaHCKe
JEIMHUIIE YIPaBO TAaKo IITO je mpenuia BuHuk, Ha
KOjeM HHje OWJIO MaHYeBa Y TOM TPEHYTKY U H30H-
Jla OCMaHCKOj BojcIM u3a jeha, y 6mu3uHu Mecta
Ha KojeM je janac objexat Ha KomckoM Tpolsby, a
KOJU C€ y TOM TPEHYTKYy He noMume.*3 Hur je Ha-
KOH OBEe OMTKE 0CTao y pyKama ayCTPHjCKe BOjCKe

41 TTerposuh 2005: 198.
42 Tpuuxosuh 1989a: 219.
43 Tpuuxosuh 1989: 198.
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3. Drone photo, “Karadordev Sanac” in Kremna, photo by
A. Bandovié¢

Taking into consideration the differences in the
construction and the functioning of the ditches from
the structure near Nis§, we have looked for some clear-
er analogies elsewhere, guided by the fact that in the
late 17th century and the first half of the 18th century
Nis was for a short period of time under the rule of
Austria — once after the 1689 battle and another time
during 1737.41 As opposed to the subsequent with-
drawal without battles, during the 1689 conquest,
in the direct surroundings of Nis, the Austrian army
fought major battles with the Ottoman crew in the
city and the other Ottoman army units.#? In a pre-
served description of the battles, there is an account
describing a part of the Ottoman ditch that extended
from ,,the NiSava to Vinik,” that is, north and east of
Nis. The Austrian army defeated the Ottoman units
precisely by crossing the hill of Vinik where there
were no ditches at the time and reaching the rear of
the Ottoman army, close to the place where the struc-
ture at Konjsko Groblje is nowadays, but which was

41 erposuh 2005: 198.
42 Tprraxosuh 1989a: 219.
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4. Caitlenuiicky CHUMAK PEKOHCIUPYUCAHO2 WAHYA
y L'epcoaxy, useop Google Earth

CBEra 4eTHpH Mecela, Kaja ce y rpaj HakOH CKOPO
Mecelr jana 6opOu, Bpaha ocmaHCKa rocaja. 3a Taj
NEePHOJ ce Be3yje U3rpajmba JABa 0acTHOHA HA MPO-
CTOpY JaHalllk-e TBphaBe, I1a UMaMo CBEIOUEHA J1a
je aycTpujcka mocajaa pajuia Ha yTBphuBamy rpa-
nma. Ha oBom mecty je mHTepecaHTHO pehm ma je
ayCTPHjCKYy BOjCKY y Hamajay Ha Tpaj BOIHO ,,Typ-
cku Jlyj“ — mapkrpod Jlynsur Bunxenm bageHcku
(Ludwig Wilhelm von Baden-Baden, 1655-1707),
KOJH C€ KpaTKO 3aJpKao y TpaJy HaKOH OCBajama.
OHO MITO je MHTEPECAHTHO Y KOHTEKCTY OBOT Te-
KcTa jecte na je JlyaBur takohe 3aciykaH 3a W3-
rpagmy Aema 200 km myror cucrema mraHdeBa y
BbaBapckoj, cBera HEKOJIHMKO TOJMHA HAKOH OCBa-
jama Huma. [IlaHueBu y nuTepaTypu MO3HATH Kao
nBapiBang auHuja“ rpal)eHu cy Kao NpeBEHTUB-
Ha Mepa y CykoOuma ca (paHIyCKOM BOjCKOM, a
mo obnmuky u popmu ce MelycobHO pasnukyjy.44
[Topen mpaBoyraoHux u ,,3Be3/aCTUX" IIIAHYECBA,
OTKPHBCH j& W M3BECTaH OpOj IMOJMTOHATHUX (HAj-
yerhe nMeToyraoHux) objexkara, oJ KOjux je Halem
o0jexty HajOommwku manan y ['epcbaxy.4> Pagu ce o
XEKCaroHy MpaBHJIHUX CTPAHUIIA Ca JeTHOM ,,0TBO-
pEeHOM™ CTpaHOM, Ha KOjOj C€ Haja3wia JpBEHA

44 Strassburger 2009: 87-89.
45 Haasis-Berner 2014: 133.

4. Satellite image of the reconstructed ditch in Gersbach,
source Google Earth

not mentioned at that point.*3 After this battle, Nis re-
mained in the hands of the Austrian army for only four
months, when the Ottoman army crew returned to the
city after almost a month of battles. The construction
of two bastions in the area of the present-day fortress
is linked to that period and thus we have testimonies
that the Austrian crew worked on the fortification of
the city. It is interesting to say at this point that in its
attack on the city the Austrian army was led by the
“Turkish Louis” — Margrave Ludwig Wilhelm von
Baden-Baden (1655-1707), who briefly stayed in the
city after the conquest. What is interesting in the con-
text of this text is that Ludwig was also responsible
for the construction of a part of a 200-km-long ditch
system in Bavaria, only a few years after the conquest
of NiS. The ditches known in literature as the “Black
Forest lines” were built as a preventive measure for
the conflicts with the French army and by their shape
and form they differ mutually.#4 In addition to rec-
tangular and star-shaped ditches, a certain number of
polygonal (mostly pentagonal) structures have also
been discovered, with the ditch in Gersbach being
closest to our structure.4> This is a hexagon with regu-
lar sides with one “open” side, where a wooden gate

43 Tpuaxosuh 1989: 198.
44 Strassburger 2009: 87-89.
45 Haasis-Berner 2014: 133.
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kanuja (ci. 4).46 Jlumensuje oOjekra cy Takohe
CIIMYHE — CIIOJbHA WBHIIA CTPAHMIIA XEKCaroHa y
I'epcbaxy m3Hocu npubmmkHo 30 m. 3a pa3nuky
on Komckor rpobsba, y I'epcbaxy je HemocpeaHo
y3 CIIOJBHU CEBEpO3alaHy 31 MaHIa OTKPHBEHA
W jelHa IpBEHA KyJia 32 OCMaTpame.

Juckycuja u 3aK/by4aK

Cutyaije y Kojuma apxeoyio3u U JAPYTrd UCTpa-
KUBAYM KOju ce OaBe mpolionhy KOHCTpyHILY
CBOj€ TPETHOCTaBKE Ha OCHOBY HEMOTIYHHX HH-
dbopmaruja, HaXKaIOCT, HUCY peTke. YecTo ce nema-
Ba Jla HaM 3a MpeNnn3Hy HHTEPIpETaLHjy pe3yiTara
HE/IOCTajy JEJIOBU JIOKyMEHTalluje, 1a Cy JIeJI0BU
apXeOoJIOUIKUX CHUTyalldja YHUIUTEHH WIH, Kao y
OBOM CITy4ajy, /1a apXeoJIOIKa HCTPAXKUBAbHA HICY
HHKaJa 00aBbeHa. TOKOM MOCTIEqHUX MeIeceT ro-
nuHa, Komcko rpobibe je Ciyskuio Kao ,,HajooJbe
Moryhe® pemieme Kana je y muTamy IMoJoXkKaj IMo-
teHjanHor amdutearpa Haucyca. Mcrpaxxupaun
cy, YKJbyuyjyhu u mMene, cmarpanu ma o0jekar uc-
MyHhaBa HEKe OCHOBHE KPUTEPHjyMe Kao KaHIuara
3a amdurearap — o0jekar je Hau3Iien Ouo KpyxK-
HOT/OBAJIHOT/TIOTKOBUYACTOT O0JIMKA, CMEIITEH je Y
HENOCpeIHOj OMM3UHM T'paja, a Halma3u ce u3mMehy
nokanureta (Haucyc, Bunuk, I'pajncko nosse) koju
cy Beh morBphenu kao pumckn.4’ M3mely ocraior,
Hawucyc je, mopen tora mto je 6uo 3Ha4ajan ypoanu
LIEHTap, Takole OO 1 MECTO Ha KOjeM Cy C€ CMEHHU-
BaJIM BOJHU T'apHHU30HHU, 1A je U Taj KPUTEPUJYM —
KOJU C€ YeCTO y3uMa Yy apXeoJjoIIKO] JINTepaTypu
Kao Ba)kaH 3a OMpame JIOKaluja u3rpaame ampure-
arpa — O6mo ucnymeH. Mnak, npemmsan LiDAR cHu-
Mak IT0Ka3ao je Ja ce He paau o ampurearpy, HUTH
puMcKoM 00jekTy, Beh na ananoruje Tpeda TpaxuTu
y muahum nepuoanma. Ciimyna cutyanyja je Beh 3a-
Oenexena Ha nokanurety Kynnu xon ynrha Benuke
Mopage y JlyHaB — 3a yTBpheme 3a kKoje ce ToruHa-
Ma MHCIIHIIO JIa je PUMCKO HCIIOCTaBHIIO C€, YIIPABO
Ha ocHOBY LIDAR cHumaka, 1a ce paau o aaneko
kacHujeM ytBphemy n3 XVII Beka.*® Y3umajyhu y
0031p UCTOPH]CKO-TTOTUTHYKHA KOHTEKCT JIeTaBamba
y Humy u HermocpenHoj okomHu, 00jeKar HajBepo-
BaTHHM]€ TPE/ICTaBIba MIOJHCKO YTBpheme (11anai) u3

46 [llanan je y notmyHocTH pexoHcTpyucan 2008. roguHe
U NIPETBOPEH Y BU3HTOPCKHU Mapk, na ¢ororpaduja npexcrasiba
UJIealIHy IPEACTaBY IIAHIIA, @ HE PEATHO CTabe IIPe KOH3epBaTop-
CKHX pasioBa. [IpuimKoM pekoHCTpyKIHje MaHIa, y MOTIYHOCTH
cy npalieHH HCTOPHjCKH U apXCOJIOLIKU MOJALH O OPUTHHAITHOM
o6jexry, Strassburger 2009: 109.

47 Jovanovié 2006; Byjosuh 2011; 2020; Jankovi¢ 2020.
48 Ypanmmesuh, Byrapckn 2012: 251-252.
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used to be (fig. 4).46 The dimensions of the structure
are also similar — the exterior edge of the hexagon’s
sides in Gersbach is approximately 30 m. As opposed
to Konjsko Groblje, a wooden observation tower has
also been discovered in Gersbach directly adjacent to
the exterior northwest wall of the ditch.

Discussion and conclusion

The situations in which archaeologists and other
scholars who study the past construct their suppositions
on the basis of incomplete information are not rare. It
often happens that parts of the documentation for pre-
cise interpretation of the results are lacking, that parts
of the archaeological situations have been destroyed or,
as in this case, that there has never been archaeological
surveying. During the last 50 years, Konjsko Groblje
served as the “best possible” solution when it came to the
position of the potential amphitheatre in Naissus. The
scholars, myself included, maintained that the structure
met some of the basic criteria for an amphitheatre can-
didate — the structure was apparently of a circular/oval/
horseshoe shape, situated in the direct proximity of the
city and among the sites (Naissus, Vinik and Gradsko
Polje) that had already been confirmed as Roman.4’
Among other things, in addition to being an important
urban centre, Naissus was also the place where military
garrisons kept alternating and thus even this criterion
— that is often taken in archaeological literature as an
important one for the selection of the location for the
construction of an amphitheatre — was also met. Still, a
precise LIDAR image showed that this was no amphi-
theatre or a Roman structure, but rather that the analo-
gies ought to be searched in the more recent periods. A
similar situation was recorded at the Kuli€ site near the
confluence of the Velika Morava river into the Danube
— a fortification that was for years considered Roman
turned out, precisely on the basis of a LIDAR image, to
be a considerably later-date fortification from the 17th
century.*8 Taking into consideration the historical and
political context of the events taking place in Nis$ and its
direct surroundings, the structure most likely represents
a field fortification (a ditch) from the period 17th-18th
century. Since, unfortunately, we do not dispose with
precise data for that period and that type of structures

46 The ditch was completely reconstructed in 2008 and
turned into a visitor park and so the photo represents an ideal repre-
sentation of the ditch and not the real state before the conservation
works. During the reconstruction of the ditch, the historical and ar-
chaeological data about the original structures were fully followed,
Strassburger 2009: 109.

47 Jovanovié 2006; Byjosuh 2011; 2020; Jankovi¢ 2020.
48 Upanmmenuh, Byrapcku 2012: 251252,
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nepuoga XVII-XIX Beka. Kako, Haxkanoct, HU 3a
Taj TIEPHON U Ty BPCTY OOjeKara HE PacIIOIOKEMO
MPEIU3HAM TTO/IaIlMa, U OBJIE j€ MHTepIpeTalja
OPWIMYHO yciaoBHA. Ha OCHOBY HOCTYNMHHX mO-
JlaTraka, BelIMKa je BepoBaTHOha ja ce o0jexar Ha
Komckom rpo0spy npe MOke Be3aTH 3a aKTUBHOCTH
ayctpujcke Bojcke kpajem X VII u mouerkom XVIII
BEKa HEro 3a KacHuje 0opOe CPICKUX yCTaHUKa 3a
ocioboheme on Ocmannuja. Hajjacauja ananoruja
o0jeKTa moTuye ca yAaJbeHOT JIOKAJIUTETa KOju ce
Hana3u y jyxsaom llBapranmy — I'epcbaxy. O6mmk
U TUMEH3M]je Cy CKOPO MJICHTUYHHU ca 00jeKTOM ca
Komckor rpo0ska, a Besyje UX U MPUCYCTBO HCTOT
BojckoBohe — Jlynura baneHckor, koju je 0CBOjHO
Humr 1689, a Beh 1691. napenno m3rpanmy Opoj-
Hux miandesa y llIBaprBanay, ykibyayjyhu u ma-
Hary y ['epcOaxy.#® MHTEepecaHTHO je ja ce objekar
Ha KomckoMm rpo0Jby Hamasu y OJM3MHH MecTa ca
Kor je JIyaBur ycreo Ja ONKOJIM M MOTy4Ye OCMaH-
JIMjCKYy BOjCKY, aJld XUIIOTe3a O yuBpIINUBamy MO-
JI0’kaja KOjH je caM OTKPUO Kao pambUBYy CTPATEHIKY
Tauky Beh je y JoMeHy crieKymalmja.

Kao jeman on HajBa)XHUjUX pe3ysTara aHajIn3e
LIDAR cHMMKa U3/1BOjHO OuX ca3zHame 1a Ha OBOM
pOCTOpY HUje Omito puMckor amdurearpa, Te 0Baj
o0jekar (YKOJHKO je TIOCTOjao) Tpeba TpakWTH Ha
HEKOM JIpyroM MecTy Ha rpoctopy Huma. Pacnpa-
By O Ta4HOj HaMeHHU 00jekTa Ha KombCckoM rpo0Iby,
MaKo 3a4eTy OBJIE, CBAKAKO OCTABJbaM KOJICTHHHIIA-
Ma U Kojerama koju ce 06aBe Miahum nepuoanma
uctopuje Huma, nanajyhu ce na he um nogauu u3
OBOT TEKCTa TOMONH y JJaJbeM pajy.

Y 0BOM TEKCTY ce CBakako Tpeba orpajuTH jep
mandeBd XVII-XIX Beka HHCY HM apX€OJIOLIKU
UCTPaKUBAHU HUTHU ITyONMKOBaHU. 3aro Tpeba Bo-
JIUTH padyyHa y KOHAUYHO] HHTEPIIPETaIHjH, KOjy Be-
POBATHO MOTY pa3pelInuTh TEK CHCTEMATCcKa apXxeo-
JIOIIKA UCTPAKUBAHA.
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either, the interpretation in this case is also rather con-
ditional. On the basis of the available data, there is a
high probability that the structure at Konjsko Groblje
may rather be linked to the activities of the Austrian
army at the end of the 17t century and the beginning
of the 18th century than to the subsequent battles of the
Serbian rebels fighting for the liberation from the Otto-
mans. The clearest analogy of the structure comes from
a far-away site that is situated in the south Black Forest
region — Gersbach. The shape and the dimensions are
almost identical with the structure from Konjsko Grob-
lje and they are also linked by the presence of the same
military commander — Ludwig von Baden-Baden who
conquered Nis in 1689 and already in 1691 ordered the
construction of numerous ditches in the Black Forest
region, including also the one in Gersbach.# It is inter-
esting that the structure at Konjsko Groblje is located
close to the place from which Ludwig managed to sur-
round and defeat the Ottoman army, but the hypothesis
about the fortifying of the position that he himself re-
vealed as a vulnerable strategic point now falls into the
domain of pure speculation.

I would like to single out as one of the most im-
portant results of the analysis of the LIDAR image
the knowledge that there was no Roman amphitheatre
here and that this structure (if it existed at all) ought
to be searched elsewhere on the territory of Nis. [
am certainly leaving the discussion about the actual
purpose of the structure at Konjsko Groblje, although
initiated here, to the colleagues studying more recent
periods of the history of Ni§, hoping that the data
from this text will help them in their further work.

It is also important to take a certain distance in
this text, since the 17th-19th century ditches have nei-
ther been archaeologically surveyed nor published.
For this reason, it is necessary to be careful about
the final interpretation that can probably be resolved
only by systematic archaeological exploration.
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